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Sample Press Release
[YOUR SCHOOL]’S NEW A-F SCHOOL REPORT CARD RELEASED


[CITY]—The Maine Department of Education released [YOUR SCHOOL]’s letter grade report card today to parents and community members as part of the new Maine School Performance Grading System.

[YOUR SCHOOL] received a “[LETTER GRADE],” which reflects several different factors including math and reading proficiency of all students, growth factors that compare test results from multiple years as well as growth in the 25 percent lowest performing students (for elementary schools), and progress and graduation rates (for high schools).

[QUOTE FROM LOCAL SUPERINTENDENT AND/OR PRINCIPAL]

The State of Maine introduced a school performance grading system so students, parents, taxpayers and others could easily understand how their schools are performing, just as report cards help parents understand how their kids are doing. The goals of A-F grading are to provide a starting point and to offer easy-to-understand and concise information showing how a school is doing. We encourage parents and others to explore the new Education Data Warehouse, which provides multi-year, detailed information about our school and allows you to compare our school to others throughout the state using a wide range of measures. The Data Warehouse can be found at: www.maine.gov/doe/datawarehouse.

 Information about report cards can be found at: www.maine.gov/doe/schoolreportcards. 
Whether a school receives a higher or lower letter grade, the release of the new report cards represents an opportunity for schools, parents and community members to work together to help every school in the state succeed.

“The letter grade is a quick snapshot of the school and a conversation starter for communities, not about pointing fingers,” said Education Commissioner Stephen Bowen. “It is intended to be a catalyst for discussion and improvement.”
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