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Report Interpretation Guide
For the Personalized Alternate Assessment Portfolio (PAAP)

2013-2014 Administration

This document is intended to support the Personalized Alternate Assessment Reports. A parent brochure available at: http://www.maine.gov/education/lsalt/paap/parents/index.html may be used in conjunction with this document but is not intended to replace meeting with parents review the results.
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PAAP Purpose

The federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) was reauthorized as the No Child Left Behind Act, NCLB. This law requires that states establish a single assessment and accountability system. It requires the assessment of all students, including those with significant cognitive disabilities. NCLB has three critical elements: academic content standards, academic achievement standards, and assessments. These provide the foundation for an accountability system that ensures that all students, including those with disabilities, reach high standards. 

Accountability through an assessment system ensures equity in program and educational opportunities for all students. As a part of the state assessment program, alternate assessment provides a unified system of program and student accountability linked to the common core of learning within the general curriculum. 

Including students with disabilities in the assessment and accountability system is critical to ensure appropriate allocation of resources and learning opportunities for all students. 

In order to inform teaching and learning, provide accountability, and measure student progress towards achievement of Maine Department of Education (MDOE) Regulation 131: The Maine Federal, State, and Local Accountability Standards, Federal and State laws require that all students be included in State and district components of Maine’s Common Assessment System (MeCAS). The system must be flexible enough to ensure access for all students while maintaining technical soundness (validity and reliability). To these ends, three avenues of participation are provided (standard administration, administration with accommodations, or alternate assessment). Maine’s alternate assessment is the Personalized Alternate Assessment Portfolio (PAAP).

These students need a modified measure of performance because their exceptionality does not allow meaningful participation in the standard assessment, even with a combination of accommodations. The portfolio format of the PAAP allows students to produce work throughout the year as the basis for assessment of their achievement levels. It precludes measurement based on a single point in time and provides the opportunity for integration of each individual student’s academic instructional program. Maine’s Alternate Grade Level Expectations (AGLEs) for the Content Areas assessed by the NECAP, MEA Science, PSAT/NMSQT, and MHSA and consequently by the PAAP serve as common elements for planning, instruction, and scoring. The PAAP AGLEs provide the basis for measurement of student achievement of the NECAP GLEs and Maine’s 2007 Learning Results for students whose academic performance levels cannot be measured in the traditional way.

The PAAP provides information about the academic achievement and progress of students who, because of their unique learning needs, cannot access other assessments. The content of this assessment has been reduced in its depth and breadth but remains focused on the AGLEs, which are extensions of the NECAP Grade Level Expectations and MEA Science Standards. 
Maine’s Alternate Assessment is designed to allow participation for the very few students with significant cognitive disabilities, for whom traditional assessments, even with accommodations, would be an inappropriate measure of progress. 

The Maine Department of Education, in consultation with educators and Measured Progress, the state contractor for alternate assessment, designed an assessment to showcase student work in a comprehensive manner. This assessment provides multiple opportunities for measuring progress. The results from this assessment not only meet federal reporting requirements, it also provides educators, parents, and the public information to inform teaching and learning. Aside from the use of the portfolio to capture student learning, it is also an extension of Maine’s philosophy that all students are valued and contributing members of school and community.

Document Purpose

The primary purpose of this document is to support local educators’ use of test data from the 2013-14 administration of the PAAP. This document describes and explains the information included in the following PAAP reports:

Individual Student Report

School Analysis Report 

School Report

SAU Report

State Report

These reports contain information valuable to schools and districts in their efforts to better serve the academic needs of individual students with significant cognitive disabilities and to evaluate and improve curriculum and instruction. 

In addition, this document can help school and district personnel communicate with parents about the PAAP results. It is important to note that these reports contain results from the student assessment program, and not individual state accountability systems.

Accessing Reports

State level PAAP results can be accessed on the ME DOE website using the following URL: http://www.maine.gov/education/lsalt/paap/scores/index.htm.
Principals and superintendents are able to access all PAAP reports and data files by using the following URL: http://iservices.measuredprogress.org, selecting Maine from the drop menu, clicking on the “Maine Reports”, and entering the secure username and password that was supplied for the 2014 calendar.
General Guidelines for the Use of PAAP Reports
Alignment of Curriculum and the PAAP
All test items appearing on the PAAP grades 3 through 8 and at high school are designed to measure specific Alternate Grade Level Expectations (AGLEs), which are aligned to the NECAP Grade Level Expectations. Curriculum and instruction for students participating in the PAAP should be aligned to the AGLEs and test results should reflect student progress towards these alternate academic achievement standards.

Use of the Individual Student Report
PAAP results are intended to evaluate how well students and schools are achieving the learning targets contained in the AGLEs. The PAAP was designed primarily to provide detailed school-level results and accurate summary information about individual students. The PAAP was not designed to provide, in isolation, detailed student-level diagnostic information for formulating individual instructional plans. However, PAAP results can be used, along with other measures, to identify students’ strengths and weaknesses. The PAAP is only one indicator of student performance and results of only the PAAP administration should not be used for determining eligibility of students for special education or for making promotion and/or graduation decisions.

Regulations Regarding Confidentiality of Student Records
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) requires that access to individual student results, including those provided in the PAAP Student Report, be restricted to the student, the student’s parents/guardians, and authorized school personnel. Superintendents and principals are responsible for maintaining the privacy and security of all student records. In accordance with this federal regulation, authorized school personnel shall have access to the records of students to whom they are providing services when such access is required in the performance of their official duties.

For more information about FERPA please visit the following website:

http://www.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ferpa/index.html.

Understanding the Individual Student Report
This section discusses the PAAP Individual Student Report, which provides schools and parents/guardians with information about individual student performance. Schools will receive one color paper copy of the PAAP Individual Student Report for distribution to parents/guardians. We highly encourage schools to make a copy for teachers to review. Schools will also receive a label for the school file. The PAAP Individual Student Report is confidential and should be kept secure within the school and district. Remember, the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) requires that access to individual student results be restricted to the student, the student’s parents/guardians, and authorized school personnel.

Details about the student’s performance on the PAAP are contained within this report. Each content area the student participated in is reported on a separate page. This report is explained in detail below. Parents/guardians are encouraged to contact the student’s school for more information on their child’s overall achievement after reviewing the Individual Student Report.
Each content area of the Individual Student Report is divided into two sections:

1. Student’s Achievement Level and Score
This section of the report shows the achievement level attained for the content area. The Individual Student Report shows the score earned for the content area and a brief description of the Achievement Levels. Complete Achievement Level Descriptions for each grade level can be found online at

http://www.maine.gov/education/lsalt/paap/resources/index.htm. Each score is reported with a score band that indicates the standard error of measurement surrounding each score. The standard error of measurement indicates how much a student’s score could vary if the student was examined repeatedly with the same test (assuming that no learning occurs between test administrations).

2. Student Specific Results and Skills
The lower section of each content area results page includes student specific results and skills. The lower section is divided into 3 sub-sections.


Level of Accuracy - a percent range reflecting how accurately the student completed all of the tasks within the content area. 

Level of Assistance - an overall score reflecting the amount of assistance provided to the student beyond that which was part of the task while not actually changing what was being assessed. 

Level of Complexity- reflects the level of difficulty from which the student work was selected and the types of skills associated with that level of complexity. 

Sharing Results with Parents

Each student receives an Individual Student Report for parents/guardians. The report is sent to schools at the beginning of the school year. The school is required to provide the report to parents within 30 days of receipt or by September 30th of each school year. It is also recommended that educators and parents meet to discuss the results of the assessment.
Grade 10 Individual Student Reports
Grade 10 general education students participate in the PSAT, which provides them an opportunity to practice for the more comprehensive SAT administered to third-year high school students. To be consistent with this model, grade 10 PAAP students complete a portion of the PAAP as practice prior to the full PAAP in grade 11. The grade10 PAAP consists of only the first task for each reading and mathematics entry. Achievement levels are not reported as these would be based on only a portion of the PAAP and thus would not be reliable. Therefore, only the student specific results and skills are provided. 
Understanding the School Analysis Report

The School Analysis Report provides schools with results of each student in the selected grade that participated in the PAAP. This report is often referred to as the “PAAP Roster.” A separate school and SAU report has been produced for each grade level tested. 
Identification
The box in the upper-right corner of the page shows the grade level, school name, and SAU. 

 The name(s) and identification number(s) (MEDMS ID) of each participating student is listed in the first column. In the corresponding row, the results for each student are indicated. 

Results
Each content area allows for results from 3 AGLE/Indicator Entries. Some content areas such as reading do not require 3 entries. Therefore the third entry columns are shaded in gray. When a required entry is missing or contains less than the number of required tasks, an asterisk is placed next to the total score in the overall results column indicating that the score is based on less than the required number of AGLE/Indicators being submitted.  

Information regarding AGLE that was assessed along with level of complexity, level of accuracy, and level of assistance is identified as well as the overall entry score and any comment codes that were identified for each AGLE/Indicator Entry. The entry score is based on the scores received on each of the tasks within the entry. The entry scores are added up and given a total score for each content area. The final two columns contain the overall results indicated by two numerical scores; the total score and its corresponding achievement level. Note: For grade 10 students, these two columns are blank as this group of students was not required to complete a full PAAP.
Each content area contains a report legend that identifies the corresponding comment code(s) and achievement levels as well as the level of accuracy and level of assistance markings when there was an error. 

Understanding the School, SAU and State Report

The School Report and the SAU Report provide PAAP results for schools and SAUs based on the testing of local students in grades 3 through 8 and high school. Separate school and SAU reports have been produced for each grade level tested. The State Report provides results for each grade level. 

The data reported, report format, and guidelines for using the reported data are identical for all of the reports. 

Identification
Depending on the report, the top center of each page will contain either the school name (School Report) or SAU name (SAU Report) and the grade being reported. The State Report is identified with only the heading of “State Report” with the grade level listed below.

Minimum Number of Students Needed to Generate Reports 
To ensure confidentiality of individual student results and discourage generalizations about school performance based on very small populations, the Department of Education has established that groups of students must be ten or larger in order to report results in any particular reporting category. Consequently, schools and/or SAUs may not have any reportable data as the PAAP is given to a small number of students with significant cognitive disabilities. A School Report was not generated for any school that tested fewer than ten students at a particular grade; results for students in these schools are included in SAU and/or state-level results. Reports will be generated for each SAU, however achievement level data will not be reported for categories that contain fewer than ten students participating. The State Report will follow the same format as the SAU report. 

Student Level Scores and Achievement Level Comparisons
With the PAAP being given at grades 3 through 8, 10 and 3rd year of high school, most students will have multiple years of PAAP scores. A logical question to ask is how the student’s performance this year compares to performance in previous years.

The most direct comparison can be made between a student’s achievement level from one year to the next within a content area. Students meeting or exceeding those expectations at their grade level should score at the Proficient or Proficient with Distinction level each year. Of course, scores from a single test such as the PAAP should always be interpreted with caution.

The Department of Education does not encourage or promote comparisons of PAAP scores among students, schools, and SAUs. The PAAP was designed so that each individual student, school or SAU can evaluate its performance against a set of AGLEs and achievement standards for those students with significant cognitive disabilities.
Contents of the School and SAU Reporting Categories
Students can be grouped according to many characteristics – gender, ethnicity, school programs, etc. These reports identify how specific groups of students did on the PAAP. 

The number of students tested within each category is reported in the “n” column under the category “Tested”. The number reported on the School Report for “All Students” should agree with the number reported under the category for alternate assessment on the school’s corresponding required state assessment reports for that grade level. If these numbers do not match, inquiry should be made to the Department of Education. 

The table shows the number of students categorized. Some student may fall into more than one category. The table also provides the number and percentage of students within the subgroup at each of the four achievement levels.

The data for achievement levels is based on the number shown in the “Tested” column. The data for the reporting categories was provided by the data contained within Infinite Campus State Edition that is linked with the student MEDMS number. Because performance is being reported by categories that contain relatively low numbers of students, school personnel are advised, under FERPA guidelines, to treat these pages confidentially. 

Analysis and Reporting System

PAAP results are accessible online via the Analysis and Reporting System to access and download reports and data files. Unlike the standard state assessment programs, the PAAP reports do not have interactive features at this time. All reports are considered static.

Teacher Accounts
In the Analysis and Reporting System, principals have the ability to create unique teacher accounts by assigning specific usernames and passwords to teachers. Once the accounts have been created, individual students may be assigned to each teacher account. After teachers have received their username and password, they will be able to login to their account and access the reports, which will be populated only with the subgroup of students assigned to them.

For more information about setting up teacher accounts please refer to the Analysis and Reporting System User Manual that is available for download on the Analysis and Reporting System.

How to Access Reports
The PAAP results are reported in the following formats:

Mailed to Schools:
Individual Student Report 

Individual Student Label 

Online through the Analysis and Reporting System: (http://iservices.measuredprogress.org/) 
Individual Student Report

School Analysis Report

School and SAU Reports

School and SAU Summary Reports

School/SAU CSV Data File

Online at http://www.maine.gov/education/lsalt/paap/scores/index.htm:
State Summary Report
