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By Dr. Tony Bennett

Florida Department of Education

The academic achievement and career
preparation of all students will be the best in
the United States and on par with the most
competitive countries in the world.

Our message must be student focused,
success driven, and it must build a coalition of
support for comprehensive education reform.
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* School choice is the social justice issue of our
generation.

* The freedom to compete — a level playing field
for all.

* We don’t just need more types of schools, we
need more high quality schools.

The Urgency for Reform
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Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Highlights
from PISA 2009, Retrieved from
http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2011/2011004.pdf

Create and implement a robust communications

plan.

Be everywhere, both online and in person.

Identify stakeholders that support reform and
give them the tools and information to succeed.
Travel to every community and engage in
meaningful dialogue.
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Florida ranks first in the nation in AP

participation.

Florida ranks first in the nation for teacher
quality according to the NCTQ.

Education Week recently ranked Florida sixth in
the nation for the quality of its education system;
an improvement from eleventh place in the 2012
Quality Counts report.
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* Indiana’s high school graduation rate is
85.7%.This is the highest graduation rate in
state history.

14% of students are earning AP credits
before graduation. An increase of almost
4%.

71.3% of students pass both the Math and
English ISTEP; another state record.

Website: www.fldoe.org
E-mail: commissioner@fldoe.org

Phone: 850-245-9663
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