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The Case for Comprehensive 
Education Reform

By Dr. Tony Bennett

Florida Department of Education

Our Mission

The academic achievement and career 
preparation of all students will be the best in 
the United States and on par with the most 
competitive countries in the world.

Our Message

Our message must be student focused, 
success driven, and it must build a coalition of 
support for comprehensive education reform.
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Guiding Principles
Competition
• School choice is the social justice issue of our 
generation.

Freedom
• The freedom to compete – a level playing field 
for all.

Accountability 
• We don’t just need more types of schools, we 

need more high quality schools.

The Urgency for Reform
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Where We Rank
Reading (14) Science (17)Math (25)
1. Korea, Republic of
2. Finland
3. Canada
4. New Zealand
5. Japan
6. Australia
7. Netherlands
8. Belgium
9. Norway
10. Estonia
11. Switzerland
12. Poland
13. Iceland
14. United States

1. Finland
2. Japan
3. Korea, Republic of
4. New Zealand
5. Canada
6. Estonia
7. Australia
8. Netherlands
9. Germany
10. Switzerland
11. United Kingdom
12. Slovenia
13. Poland
14. Ireland
15. Belgium
16. Hungary
17. United States

1. Korea, Republic of
2. Finland
3. Switzerland
4. Japan
5. Canada
6. Netherlands
7. New Zealand
8. Belgium
9. Australia
10. Germany
11. Estonia
12. Iceland
13. Denmark
14. Slovenia
15. Norway
16. France
17. Slovak Republic
18. Austria
19. Poland
20. Sweden
21. Czech Republic
22. United Kingdom
23. Hungary
24. Luxembourg
25. United States

Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Highlights 
from PISA 2009, Retrieved from 
http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2011/2011004.pdf

Sustaining Reform
Stay on Offense
• Create and implement a robust communications 

plan.
• Be everywhere, both online and in person.

Town Halls & Educator Forums
• Identify stakeholders that support reform and 
give them the tools and information to succeed.

• Travel to every community and engage in 
meaningful dialogue.
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Educator 
Quality

1. Reward 
Excellence

2. Evaluations
3. Tenure Reform

Accountability 
1. CCSS
2. Turnaround 

Low Achieving 
Schools

3. Expect Results 

Quality Options 
1. More Charter 

Opportunities
2. Vouchers
3. Improved 

Accountability

Flexibility
1. Collective 

Bargaining 
Reform

2. Deregulate 
Local Schools

3. Empower 
School Leaders 

Competition
Freedom

Accountability

Field Reaction
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Implementation
The old role of the SEA

Implementation
The new role of the SEA
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The Closing Argument
Florida: A national leader in reform and 
results.
• Florida ranks first in the nation in AP 

participation.
• Florida ranks first in the nation for teacher 

quality according to the NCTQ.
• Education Week recently ranked Florida sixth in 

the nation for the quality of its education system; 
an improvement from eleventh place in the 2012 
Quality Counts report.

The Closing Argument
Another Example: Florida’s 4th Graders
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The Closing Argument
Indiana’s Academic Records
• Indiana’s high school graduation rate is 

85.7%. This is the highest graduation rate in 
state history.

• 14% of students are earning AP credits 
before graduation.  An increase of almost 
4%.

• 71.3% of students pass both the Math and 
English ISTEP; another state record.

Questions?
Website: www.fldoe.org

E-mail: commissioner@fldoe.org

Phone: 850-245-9663

@Tony_Bennett


