	Text Complexity Analysis of Informational Texts 

	Qualitative Measures
	Quantitative Measures

	Levels of Meaning/Purpose
· Explicitly stated purpose  Implicit purpose, may be hidden or obscure
Structure

· Simple  Complex

· Explicit  Implicit

· Traits of a common genre or subgenre  Traits specific to a particular discipline*
· Simple graphics  Sophisticated graphics

· Graphics unnecessary or merely supplementary to understanding the text  Graphics essential to understanding the text and may provide information not otherwise conveyed in the text
Language Conventionality and Clarity

· Clear  Ambiguous or purposefully misleading

· Conversational  General academic and domain-specific*
· See language standards: http://www.maine.gov/education/lres/ela/documents/ELA_Break-Down/ccss-language_811.pdf 
Knowledge Demands

· Everyday knowledge and familiarity with genre conventions required  Extensive, perhaps specialized discipline-specific* content knowledge required

· Low intertextuality (few if any references to/citations of other texts)  High intertextuality (many references to/citations of other texts)
*discipline or domain refers to content such as biology, automotives, etc.
	Formulas or algorithm for determining complexity such as Lexile, Dale-Chall, Coh-Metrix, ATOS and others

	
	Reader and Task Considerations

	
	Reader-related variables include:

· Cognitive capabilities (attention, memory, critical analytic ability, inference, visualization)

· motivation (a purpose for reading, interest in the content, self-efficacy asa reader)
· knowledge (vocabulary and topic knowledge, linguistic and discourse knowledge, knowledge of comprehension strategies);

· experiences

Task-related variables include:
· Purpose for reading (such as skimming for the gist, close reading to retain information)

· Context for learning – link to other content learning, placement in curriculum experience 

· level of cognitive demand of the task – level of Bloom’s for performance  

Resource: Sample Student Performance Tasks, Appendix B http://www.maine.gov/education/lres/ela/ccssspt.html 

	Recommended Placement

	Based on an evaluation of the three measures, in which grade should the text be presented?
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