[bookmark: _GoBack]In response to questions from parents and educators regarding the ability of students to participate in the “Aspirations” program, as authorized by statute under 20-A, Chapter 208-A, Department staff has consulted with legal counsel to ensure that accurate guidance is provided under statute in order to afford the student opportunity provided by that statute.
20-A, Chapter 208-A states that a secondary school student may be eligible to receive state subsidy for postsecondary courses, if a set of requirements are satisfied.  Statute defines a secondary school student as a student enrolled in grades 9 through 12.  The first set of secondary student eligibility qualifiers, under 20-A, §4772 are as follows:
· The eligible institution has space available for the secondary school student – again, statute defines secondary school student as a student enrolled in grades 9 through 12.
· The student maintains a 3.0 grade point average, or the equivalent of a “B” average, unless granted a waiver by the eligible institution.
· The student has completed any course prerequisites, as determined by the eligible institution.
· The school unit in which the student attends approves of participation in the program.
· The student’s parent approves of the student’s participation in the program.
· The student has a recommendation to participate from one of the student’s secondary school teachers, following an assessment of the student by the school.
If a secondary school student, statutorily defined as a student enrolled in grades 9-12, meets all of these first tier qualifiers, the student is eligible to participate in this program.  
However, if a secondary student does not meet all of the first tier qualifiers, there are exceptions which may make the student eligible, as follows:
· The secondary student is enrolled in grade 11 or higher in their attending school unit.
· The student has a recommendation to participate from one of the student’s secondary school teachers, following an assessment of the student by the school.
· The student is approved for participation by an eligible institution.
The two scenarios below demonstrate application of the statutory criteria:
· A grade 9 student and a grade 10 student wish to participate but have not completed the prerequisites required by the eligible institution.   These grade 9 and grade 10 students would not be eligible to participate.  
· A grade 11 student wishes to participate but has not completed the prerequisites required by the eligible institution.  The grade 11 student would be able to participate if the student has a recommendation from a secondary school teacher in the student’s attending district, following an assessment and, the eligible institution approves.
Thank you for your time and attention to the administration of this program; I hope this helps clarify the program guidance.  If you have additional questions or need clarification, please contact Stephanie Clark of the School Finance and Compliance Team via email stephanie.clark@maine.gov or via phone 624-6790.
	
