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urls to look at today

• http://www.ncscpartners.org/

• https://wiki.ncscpartners.org/index.php/Main_Page

• http://www.maine.gov/doe/alternate/



What is NCSC AA-AAS?

• National Center and State Collaborative Alternate 
Assessment based on Alternate Achievement 
Standards.
– Grades 3 – 8 and the 3rd year of High School
– English Language Arts, Literacy and Mathematics
– On-line
– Standards based



18 States



NCSC AA-AAS

• The NCSC AA-AAS is developed to ensure that all students are 
able to participate in an assessment that is a measure of what 
they know and can do in relation to proficiency Standards 
(CCSS). NCSC offers a system of curriculum, instruction, and 
professional development that will allow students with the most 
significant cognitive disabilities to access grade-level content 
aligned to the CCSS. 

• The NCSC AA-AAS is designed to meet the requirements of the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) and 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). These laws 
mandate that all students participate in assessments that 
measure grade-level content standards.



NCSC’s Goal

• NCSC’s long‐term goal is to ensure that students 
with the most significant cognitive disabilities 
achieve increasingly higher academic outcomes 
and graduate from high school capable of pursuing 
post‐secondary options. (college, career, and 
community ready)



Goals

• Welcome to the National Center and State Collaborative 
Alternate Assessment based on Alternate Achievement 
Standards. (NCSC  AA-AAS) training.

• Introduce the NCSC Alternate Assessment

• Assist you with maneuvering around websites

• Prepare you for administrating the NCSC assessment



• State Assessment 
must be addressed 
every year

• “No exemptions”

• New eligibility 
criteria for new 
assessment coming 
Spring 2015

Eligibility Criteria





• Daily Living skills

• Enrolled Academic 
Content

• Seeing the big picture

Balancing Act



Quality Indicators for Instructional Resources

• Promote Proficiency Standards
– By using the Core Content Connectors (CCC)

• Dually aligned with Learning Progressions and 
proficiency standards

• Set High expectations for all students
• Apply principals of universal design for learning
• Apply evidence-based teaching practices
• Offer options for ALL in the 1%
• Provide a teacher-friendly resource that promotes 

effective instruction



Assume Competence

1. What do I assume about the student’s capability? 
2. How do I interpret lack of engagement and/or disruptive 

behaviors?
3. Do I assume the student doesn’t know something?
4. Do I connect skills and facts to big ideas? 
5. Do  I start with the standard and work toward skills and 

concepts?
6. Do I provide supports so students not only complete an 

activity but also learn the content?
7. Do I provide students ways to interact 

with materials and activities?



Disclaimer

• All of the NCSC instructional supports have been 
developed for students with significant cognitive 
disabilities.

• The state assessment for students with significant 
cognitive disabilities is the alternate assessment.



Home Page

http://www.ncscpartners.org/



Resources

TAM – wiki link – Curriculum Resources & Instructional

TAMs

WIKI LINK



What to Teach

How to Teach

Schema



https://wiki.ncscpartners.org/index.php/Main_Page



All Resources



Instructional Resource Guide

• This resource can 
be implemented 
immediately

• Focus on explicit 
instruction and 
best practices for 
teaching students 
with significant 
cognitive 
disabilities



• Overview of Systematic 
Instruction

• Importance of Finding a 
Response Mode

• Explanation of Instructional 
Strategies and “how to”

• Provides sample script for math 
and ELA skill for each 
instructional strategy

• Troubleshooting Q&A

What is Included in Instructional 
Resource Guide? Scripts for how to 

implement:
• Constant Time Delay 

(CTD)

• System of Least 
Prompts (LIP)

• Model, Lead, Test

• Example/Non-example 
Training 





Additional Prompting

Remember: In 
the Wiki, you 

keep scrolling, 
there are no 

breaks in 
pages.



Learning Progressions Framework

• Define research-based pathways for learning;
• Developed and refined using available research 

and evidence;
• Have clear binding threads that articulate the 

essential core concepts and processes of a  
discipline (sometimes called the ‘big ideas’ of the 
discipline); and

• Learning Targets and Progress Indicators
What 

to       
Teach



Core Content Connectors (CCCs)

• Identify the most salient grade-level, core academic 
content in ELA and mathematics found in both the 
Common Core State Standards (CCSS) and the 
Learning Progression Framework (LPF);

• Illustrate the necessary knowledge and skills you 
need, in order to reach the learning targets within 
the LPF and the CCSS;

• Focus on the core content, knowledge and skills 
needed at each grade to promote success at the 
next; and

• Identify priorities in each content area to guide the 
instruction for students in this population and for the 
alternate assessment.

What 
to       

Teach



Graduated Understandings

• The Graduated Understandings promote teacher 
understanding of the Common Core State 
Standards (CCSS) and provide strategies for moving 
students toward a similar understanding.

• The Graduated Understandings are comprised of 
two pieces: the Instructional Families and the 
Element Cards. These two pieces used together 
present educators with the progression of content 
across grades and with instructional strategies that 
include possible supports and scaffolds. What 

to       
Teach How 

to 
Teach



Core Content Connectors



CCCs linked to CCSS



CCCs for All Grades

Remember: In 
the Wiki, you 

keep scrolling, 
there are no 

breaks in 
pages.



Graduated Understandings (GUs) and 
Instructional Families

Instructional Families



Graduated Understandings (GUs) and 
Instructional Families



Instructional Families



Areas of curricular emphasis within and across 
grade bands



Instructional Families (ELA)

In the Wiki, 
you keep 

scrolling, there 
are no breaks 

in pages.

How 
to 

Teach



• Next are examples of Element Cards developed in 
the National Center and State 
Collaborative (NCSC) Alternate Assessment 
Consortia. The purpose of the element cards is to 
provide special educators ideas and ways they can 
provide access to the ELA and Math standards 
through essential understandings for students with 
significant cognitive disabilities.



Element Card

How 
to 

Teach





Essential Understandings



Suggested Instructional Strategies





Standard: Reading Strand for Literature Grade 5 – Integration of Knowledge and 
Ideas – Compare and contrast stories in the same genre (e.g., mysteries and 
adventure stories) on their approaches to similar themes and topics. (5.RL.9)

More complex                                                                           Less Complex    

Standards-based 
IEP Goal 

With 
Accommodations

With    
Modifications

Essential 
Understandings

Compare and 
contrast attributes 
such as setting, 
plot, and characters 
in the story, ____   
and the play, ____

Compare and 
contrast attributes 
such as setting, 
plot, and 
characters in the 
story, ____   and 
the play, ____  by 
using a speech to 
text recognition 
software

Compare and 
contrast the 
attributes such as 
setting, plot, and 
characters in the 
story, _____ and 
the play, _____ 
using 
picture/symbols 
icons

Reach and grasp 
icons to match 
character attributes 
as directed by peer  

Activate switch to 
select choice of 
literature to be 
read/discussed

Turn head in the 
direction of speaker

Adapted from WestEd



Standard: Mathematics - Grade 3: Measurement and Data – Measure and estimate 
liquid volumes and masses of objects using standard units of grams, kilograms, and 
English Units (oz, lb.), and liters

More complex                                                                           Less Complex    

Standards-based 
IEP Goal 

With 
Accommodations

With    
Modifications

Essential 
Understandings

Measure and 
estimate standard 
liquid volume using 
measuring cups and 
liquid while 
conducting 
experiments 

Measure and 
estimate standard 
liquid volume 
using Braille 
labeled or 
differently shaped  
measuring cups 
while conducting 
experiments

Match liquid volume 
to color-coded 
symbols labeled on 
measuring cups and  
containers

Transfer liquid from 
one container to 
another without 
spillage 

Grasp container 
while peer pours to 
desired capacity 

Select liquid to be  
transferred

Request assistance 
from peer

Adapted from WestEd



Examples of  Accommodations and Instructional Strategies
Time

Scheduling
Setting Presentation Response

Testing over 
multiple days

One on One Oral reading by 
testing administrator

Augmentative 
devices or other 

Assistive 
Technology

Extended time Small group Large print or 
magnification 

device

Adaptive
calculators

Multiple or 
frequent breaks

Study carrel Sign language Number or 
alphabet lines

Change in 
schedule

Noise buffers Tactile graphics Manipulatives

One on one or 
small group

Adjusted 
lighting

Manipulatives Visual/verbal/ 
physical cues

Audio amplification 
devices

Visual/verbal/    



Putting Your Learning into Action 

Standard:                                                                               
Narrowly or broadly restated

Standard with accommodations:                                    
Same level of cognition but different response format

Critical function of the standard:         
Modification of the level and complexity accomplishing 
the same purpose 

Core content of the standard: 
Core content connectors and essential understandings 
break down the standard to the smallest meaningful task. 

Adapted from WestEd

Critical function of the standard:
Modification of the level and complexity accomplishing the 
same purpose



Pilot 1

• Pilot 1 
– April 14, 2014 – May 16, 2015.

• 10 schools participated from Maine with 17 
students.

• it is the pre work, the pre teaching for me, the experience for my kids. During 
Pilot 1 it came out that I am the only one who would be able to administer the 
assessment - The past year I completed 10 PAAP portfolios - the 
paraprofessionals in my classroom are of great assistance in this and under my 
direction we get it done. 10 Alternative Assessments done on computer by only 
me..... with my current caseload =60 plus class time/ instructional time that is 
going to have to have a different structure. It is a process and being part of it, 
keeps me informed for the future, I am incorporating more computer work for 
my kids, I am incorporating more big ideas, as the vocabulary was of higher 
level then I expose my student's to- they can do the process, but need to 
understand the questions. I am getting prepared for the future! 
Meredith Verrill



NCSC LCI BASELINE DATA  ELA

Across all NCSC partner states, approximately 65% of students 
could  read written text or Braille: 

• 39% of students read basic sight words, simple sentences, 
directions, bullets, and/or lists in print or Braille

• 22% of students could read fluently with basic, literal 
understanding ; and 

• 4% of students across all NCSC partner states could read 
fluently with critical understanding in print or Braille; 

However, 16% of students had no observable awareness of print 
or Braille. 
• That leaves @ 19% just beginning to build reading skills



NCSC LCI BASELINE DATA MATH

In mathematics across all NCSC partner states, 66% of 
students are actively engaged in mathematics: 
• 42% of students performed computational 

procedures with or without a calculator; 
• 26% of students  could  count with 1:1 

correspondence to at least 10,/or made numbered 
sets of items; 

However, 15% of students reportedly had no 
observable awareness or use of numbers
• That leaves @17% just beginning to use numbers



Pilot 2

• Pilot 2 is occurring now. The testing window is from 
Oct. 20 through November 14th.  If you would like a 
teacher in your school district to have experience 
with this new assessment, it is not too late to join.

• On-line test administration training takes about 4 
hours.  Each student enrolled will be assigned 2 
content areas for testing, either reading and math –
or reading and writing.  Each content requires 
approximately 45 minutes.



NCSC Assessment System

• NCSC Assessment System at teacher-
ncscpartners.ctb.com is the home for all test 
administration information and documents needed 
to administer the Pilot 2 Test. 
– The Pilot 2 Test Administration Manual (TAM), 
– student sample items, both reading and math
– student rosters 
– the Test Administrator User Guide
– Directions for Test Administration (DTA)



Field Test Form Design

• ELA (Reading and Writing): 2 Forms
– Session 1: 3 passages and SR items, writing SR items, Tier 1 prompt, 

foundational items (Grades 3 and 4 only)
– Session 2: Tier 2 and Tier 3 prompt

• Reading (administered with Mathematics): 4 Forms
– Session 1: 3 passages and SR items (all grades), foundational items 

(Grades 3 and 4 only)
– Session 2: 2 passages and SR items (all grades), foundational items 

(Grades 3 and 4 only)

• Mathematics (administered with Reading) 4 Forms
– Session 1: 20 items 
– Session 2: 20 items



Description of NCSC AA-AAS Item Types

• In reading, writing, and mathematics, students are 
assessed using selected-response items. 

• Open-response items are used to assess reading 
foundational skills. 

• In writing, all grade levels include constructed-
response items.

• In mathematics, some grade levels include 
constructed-response items. 



The ELA Test

Session One Session Two
 Reading passages and selected-

response items that assess reading
literary and informational text

 Reading foundational item (Grades 4
and 5 only)

 Writing selected-response items that
assess writing skills related to various
text types

 Two constructed-response writing items

Note: TAs will be able to pause and resume the ELA Pilot 2 Test as necessary based on student needs.



Sample Items

• Students and TAs have access to practice sample 
test items for both reading and mathematics. Each 
content area has three grades of sample test items.  
Sample test items are located on the NCSC 
Assessment System main page, or Dashboard.

• teacher-ncscpartners.ctb.com

• This site is password protected and is available to all 
users only.



Sample ELA Items - Grade 4

• Section 1
• We are going to read a story about a boy named Ben. After we read, you will be asked a question about 

the theme. Listen for the message of the story.

• Ben’s Present Ben wants a dog. He thinks about dogs every day. In the morning, he begs his mom for a 
dog. His mom says dogs are a lot of work.

• At night, he tells his dad that he will be good if he gets a dog. Ben’s dad says that dogs cost a lot of 
money. Ben’s parents ask him what he wants. Ben says he wants a dog. He says he will walk the dog. He 
will feed the dog. He will play with the dog. He will pay for the dog’s food.

• Ben shows his parents he can take care of a dog. He watches a neighbor’s dog for a week. He walks the 
dog. He feeds the dog. He plays with the dog. Ben’s parents see his hard work.

• Then one morning, Ben hears a bark. He jumps out of bed. He smiles.  He runs down the stairs. He sees 
his gift. It is a cute, brown dog. Ben hugs the dog. The dog wags his tail. A smile comes across Ben’s 
face. Ben got a dog!

• Section 1 Item 1                                                                                    The story is then reviewed
• Remember, the theme is the message of the story.                       . Item 2
• What is the theme of this story?                                                          What did Ben get?
• having a lot of friends                                                                           a bike
• showing you can take care of a pet                                                  a dog
• asking your parents for something                                                      a video game



Mathematics Test

Session One Session Two

 Mathematics selected-
response and constructed-
response items

 Mathematics selected-response and 
constructed-response items

Note: TAs will be able to pause and resume the pilot test as necessary based on student needs.



Two-stage 
Adaptive 
Design
(Math)

Practice
Test

Session 1

Ability estimate from 
Session 1 determines 
Session 2 form

Session 2A
Ability estimate refined 
by providing items with 
difficulty closer to the 
student’s true ability

Session 2B
Ability estimate 
refined by providing 
items with difficulty 
closer to the 
student’s true ability



Selected-Response Items

• Selected-response items are presented to students in a 
standard format. Every item is presented in the following order:
– Item stimulus (which may include a passage, passage part, 

picture, graphic, or other illustration)
– Item question 
– Answer options are presented in stacked formation

• Students select a response from the options in a variety of 
ways, e.g., using the computer mouse, verbalizing, gesturing, 
eye gaze, using communication devices and assistive 
technology, etc. Students may enter their responses or Test 
Administrators (TAs) may enter responses on behalf of the 
student with a scribe accommodation into the NCSC 
Assessment System.



Constructed-Response Items Mathematics

• The Constructed-Response (CR) items require students to 
construct an answer rather than select an answer from 
response options. The TA must enter the student CR score into 
the NCSC Assessment System. All directions and materials 
needed for administering CR items are in the Directions for Test 
Administration (DTA) that accompanies each test form. The 
CR items are presented in novel tasks, using materials and 
content presented in an on-demand test format. Each item is 
presented to the student in a standardized, scripted sequence 
of steps culminating in a TA’s scoring of the student 
performance using the Mathematics Scoring Rubrics. The 
Mathematics Scoring Rubrics provide scoring standards that 
must be used to evaluate student responses. Not all grade 
levels include mathematics CR items. 



Open-Response Items (Reading Foundational 
Items) 

• Open-response items are included on the Reading Pilot 2 Test and 
the ELA Pilot 2 Test in grades 4 and 5 only. The items are word 
identification tasks. Students identify three to five words as each is 
presented. Open-response student scores must be entered into the 
NCSC Assessment System by the TA.

• Students with clear and consistent oral speech are administered the 
open-response reading foundational Items. Students using means of 
communication other than oral speech, such as an Augmentative 
and Alternative Communication (AAC) device, American Sign 
Language or eye gaze, are administered the selected-response  
reading foundational Items included on the reading and ELA Pilot 2 
Test.



Constructed-Response Items (Writing)

• The writing CRs require students to produce a 
permanent product in response to a writing prompt. 
Each item is presented to the student in a 
standardized, scripted sequence of steps. The 
student or TA must record each prompt response 
onto the provided response templates in the NCSC 
Assessment System.



Overview of Test Administration Manual

The purpose of this Test Administration Manual is to 
guide Test Administrators and Coordinators to prepare 
for and administer the assessment in their school or 
district. 
• This Test Administration Manual (TAM) is organized in 

three parts. 
• Part 1: Overview of the Pilot 2 Test
• Part 2: Responsibilities of Test Coordinators 

Administrators and Test Coordinators 
• Part 3: Administration of the Pilot 2 Test 



Teacher’s Administration Manual

• Only certified teachers may administer the test  
• Test coordinators are a necessary part of the test  
• Specific responsibilities for TAs and TCs.
• Terms and acronyms
• Assessment Features and Accommodations
• Special procedures for blind, deaf, and blind deaf
• Testing Integrity, 
• Administration



Directions for Test Administration (DTA)

• Each content assessment has a specific DTA that 
provides the teacher a script and directions to 
administer each item of the Pilot 2 Test. Test 
Administrators must follow these directions as 
scripted.  Also included, as appropriate: a list of the 
allowable manipulative and reference materials 
needed for specific items, and scoring rubrics 
needed for mathematics constructed response 
items and the open-response reading foundational 
items in grades 4 and 5 tests.



Directions for Test Administration (DTA)

• DTAs for the forms assigned to a TA’s students may 
be accessed upon TA successful completion of the 
NCSC Online Test Administration Training.

• Note: The DTAs are secure documents



Help Desk Support Hours

Please contact the NCSC Pilot 2 Test Help Desk
• Monday through Friday, September 29, 2014-

November 17, 2014.
• 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. EST
• 6:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. CST and AST
• 5:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. MST
• 4:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. PST
• 10:00 p.m. to 11:00 a.m. (Next Day) Chamorro 

Standard Time (ChST)
•
•
•
•
•



What assessment features can be provided?

Reviewing the DTA allows the TA to provided assessment features for which the TA is 
responsible as they are needed for each item or throughout the test.



How are assessment features activated on the 
NCSC Assessment System?



Features a Test Administrator can enable on 
the computer



Answer Masking Assessment Feature



Background/Font Color (Color Contrast) 
Assessment Feature?



Options for the Background/Font Color (Color 
Contrast) Assessment Feature?



Line Reader Tool Assessment Feature



Magnification



Read Aloud Assessment Feature



Table 8. NCSC Accommodations

Accommodations How to Access
Assistive Technology 
Student may use assistive technology devices 
for viewing, responding, or interacting with the 
test items. The student and TA should use the AT 
device with the sample items to assure that it 
functions properly with the NCSC Assessment 
System.
The NCSC Assessment System supports various 
AT devices, such as alternate keyboard, 
switches and hub, head mouse, etc. 

Refer to NCSC Assessment System User Guide for 
Test Administrators for information about:

 Compatibility of NCSC Assessment System 
with Assessment Features

and 

 Compatibility of NCSC Assessment System 
with Assistive Technology Devices.

Paper Version of Item/s TA may print a copy of an item or items. This copy 
must be given to the TC, as specified by the state, 
for secure shredding upon completion of the test. 
Large print forms are not available. Please refer to 
the NCSC Assessment System User Guide for Test 
Administrators for directions to use the assessment 
feature, Increase Size of Text and Graphics

Scribe
Selected-Response Items and Writing Test 
Constructed-Response Items

Refer to 

 Appendix A. Protocol for Administration of 
Writing Constructed-Response Items

 Appendix B. National Center and State 
Collaborative Scribe Protocol for ELA, 
Mathematics, and Writing

 Appendix C. Augmentative and Alternative 
Communication Guidelines for Writing 
Constructed-Responses

Sign Language (e.g., ASL, PSE, SEE) TA may provide sign language interpretation to 
student



Recognition for much of this 
presentation goes to NCSC for 
providing various power points to be 
used for professional development.

Thank you for your time, your 
patience, and your dedication to 
students with the most significant, 
cognitive disabilities.



http://www.maine.gov/doe/alternate/index.html



Contact Information

• Sue Nay
• Alternate Assessment Coordinator
• Maine State Department of Education
• sue.nay@maine.gov
• 207.624.6774


