
STATE OF MAINE 
DEPARTMENT OF MARINE RESOURCES 

James West and Springtide 
Seaweed, LLC 

Application for Change in Gear and Species Authorization 

Frenchman Bay, south of Preble Island, Sorrento 

FREN PI4 

 

FINDINGS OF FACT, CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, AND DECISION 

James West and Springtide Seaweed, LLC applied to the Department of Marine Resources (DMR) to 
change the gear and species authorization for existing standard lease FREN PI4, located south of Preble 
Island, Town of Sorrento, Hancock County, Maine. 

1. THE PROCEEDINGS

The application was submitted to DMR on February 25, 2022. The application was deemed complete by 
DMR on April 6, 2022. Notice of the application and the 14-day public comment period were provided to 
other state agencies, riparian landowners within 1,000 feet, the Town of Sorrento and its Harbormaster, 
and members ofDMR's GovDelivery Aquaculture list. No public comments were received. The evidentiary 
record before DMR regarding this lease amendment application includes ten exhibits (see exhibit list 
below). 

LIST OF EXHIBITS' 

1. Application for a change of gear and species authorization, deemed complete April 6, 2022a

2. Original lease application, deemed complete February 2, 2009

3. Original lease decision signed May 21, 2009

4. Original executed lease document for FREN PI4 signed May 27, 2009

5. DMR letter authorizing gear changes signed October 29, 2013

6. Five-year lease renewal decision signed October 1, 2020

7. Renewal lease executed December 28, 2020

8. Transfer application, deemed complete March 5, 2021

9. Executed lease transfer, signed October 27, 2021

10. Case file

1 Exhibits 1-9 are cited as: Amendment Application - "App", Original Standard Lease Application for PREN PI4 - "Exhibit 2", 
DMR Original Decision for Lease FREN PI4 - "Exhibit 3", Executed lease for FREN PI4 - "Exhibit 4", Gear authorization letter 
- "Exhibit 5", Five-year lease renewal - "Exhibit 6", 'Renewal lease- Exhibit 7", Transfer application for Lease PREN PI4 -
"Exhibit 8", Executed lease transfer- "Exhibit 9" and Case File- "CF".
2 Page numbers are cited using the PDF page number, and not the page number written on the application. 
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