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FINDINGS OF FACT, CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, & DECISION 

Cooke Aquaculture USA, Inc. applied to the Department of Marine Resources (DMR) 
to renew the aquaculture lease COB MI2 for a period of 20 years. The 29.951.acre 
lease is issued for the suspended net pen culture of Atlantic salmon (Sa/mo salar), 
Steelhead trout (Onchorhynchus mykiss), Atlantic cod (Gadus morhua), haddock 
(Melanogrammus aegleftnus), Atlantic halibut (Hippoglossus hippog/ossus), and blue 
mussels (Mytilus edulis) located south of Matthews Island in Cobscook Bay in the 
Town of Eastport in Washington County. This lease was initially issued on June 5, 
2001 to Lee M. Harris and George S. Harris, Jr. and was transferred to Phoenix 
Salmon US, Inc. on December 27, 2007. Phoenix Salmon US, Inc. has since changed 
its corporate name to Cooke Aquaculture USA, Inc. The lease was renewed in 2011. 

1. PROCEDURE

Notice of the 30-day public comment period and opportunity to request a public 
hearing was published in the Quoddy Tides on June 25, 2021. Notice was also 
provided to riparian landowners within 1,000 feet of the site, the Town of Eastport, 
federal and other state agencies and sent to subscribers of DMR's aquaculture email 
list-serve. A public hearing on a lease renewal is required if DMR receives five or 
more requests for a public hearing during the comment period. No comments were 
received and therefore no public hearing was held on the renewal request. 

2. STATUTORY CRITERIA

Aquaculture lease renewals are governed by 12 M.R.S. §6072(12) and by Chapter 
2.45 of DMR's rules, which provide that an aquaculture lease shall be renewed if: the 
lessee has complied with the lease agreement during its term; the Commissioner 
determines that renewal of the lease is in the best interest of the state; the renewal 
will not cause the lessee to be a tenant of any kind in leases covering an aggregate of 
more than 1,000 acres; and the lease is not being held for speculative purposes. 

A. Compliance with lease

1 In some cases, especially for lease sites that have been active for many years, there may be a difference
between the acreage listed in a lease decision/agreement and the acreage calculated from the lease 
coordinates using mapping software. The acreage for this site as listed in prior decisions and the lease 
agreements is 30 acres. However, the acreage calculated using mapping software is 29.95 acres. When such a 
discrepancy occurs, it is DMR's policy to use the acreage calculated using mapping software and update lease 
decisions and agreements accordingly. The difference does not change the footprint of the lease site or any 
other elements of the lease agreement. 
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