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AQUACULTURE LEASE RENEWAL APPLICATION
For renewing a Scientific Experimental Lease

Please send this completed application and a certified tax map and updated list of riparian owners to
the DMR Aquaculture Division at the above address.  Please contact the Aquaculture Division at (207)
624-6567 or DMRaquaculture@maine.gov with any questions.

1. Name of leaseholder: Hurricane Island Foundation (Contact: Madison Maier)

Address: 19 Commercial Street, Rockland, Maine 04841

E-mail Address: mmaier@hurricaneisland.net Telephone: _(207) 867-6050__

2. Provide the acronym of the scientific lease you request to be renewed:
__PEN HIx_________________________________________________________

3. Describe the type and amount of aquaculture to be conducted during the new term:

Scallops: The same amount of scallop aquaculture will be conducted during the new term.  Spat bags
will continue to be deployed in the Fall and retrieved in the Spring according to spat license collection
regulations.  Scallops will continue to be hand harvested.

Kelp: The seeding, cultivation, and harvesting that happened during the previous lease term will
continue.  All kelp lines will continue to be seeded in September or October and harvested between May
and October.

Oysters: Oysters will continue to be grown in floating bags and overwintered on longlines or in bottom
cages.  Seed will be purchased annually through appropriate sources and received between June-August
with harvesting occurring as needed based on the experiment’s design.

Mussels: Mussels will be grown on ropes with socks hung off the underside of the float. Seed will be
collected from wild populations on fuzzy ropes during the spring-summer spawning season. If poor
settlement continues, we will consider acquiring seed from a hatchery.  All mussels will be hand
harvested.
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4. Describe the amount of aquaculture conducted on the lease site during the previous

lease term, including but not to limited to seeding, cultivation or harvest of organisms:

Scallops: Scallops were distributed between bottom cages, lantern nets, and ear-hanging with
approximately 4,000-6,000 individuals on the farm at any time. Spat bags were deployed in September
around Hurricane Island and the Muscle Ridge closure area and retrieved in April/May and sorted over
the course of the summer with students and seasonal research staff. Approximately 20,000 spat were
caught over this lease period and all were retained.  Approximately 2,500 adult individuals were hand
harvested during this lease term. The majority of the scallops were harvested for GSIs (gonadosomatic
index) as a part of a monitoring study of their reproductive timing and magnitude.

Kelp: Kelp was grown on our longlines. We have used pre-seeded as well as seeded our own lines,
sometimes with students  in their classrooms.  The line was set and seeded in September-October.
Students and staff return to harvest and sample the kelp from May-August.   There was no kelp line set
in the Fall of 2020 due to COVID complications.  All kelp is hand harvested.

Oysters: Oysters were grown in floating bags starting in 2019.  Due to COVID-19 staffing complications
in 2020 there was high mortality amongst the 2019 seed and no new seed was acquired.  Due to seed
shortages in 2021, we were unable to acquire new seed, but did receive juvenile oysters from Ice House
Oysters in Port Clyde.  Approximately 30 oysters were hand harvested in 2021 as a part of a growth
study.

Mussels: Due to COVID complications, no mussels were grown on during the previous lease term.
While collector ropes were set out in 2021, there was low settlement.

☐ Certified tax map and updated list of riparian landowners enclosed
☐ $100.00 application fee enclosed

10/24/2022
Date Signature of Leaseholder
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