
DATEDIF Function 
 
1. The DATEDIF Function gives us a client’s actual age based on today’s date.  Here's the 

structure of the function: =DATEDIF (earliest date, today's date, time interval) 

 earliest date = dob (cell C1) 

 today's date = the current date that updates automatically when you open the 
spreadsheet 

 time interval = years ("Y") 
 
2. Put your cursor in the cell where you want the answer. 

 

 
 

3. Enter the formula =DATEDIF(C2,today(),"Y") – then press Enter. 
 

 



 
4. Let's look at this function again: 

 

 begin a function with = or + 

 name the function DATEDIF 

 enclose arguments with ( ) 

 separate arguments with commas 

 the function for today's date is today() 
 
FYI - the DATEDIF function is not one of Excel's built in functions.  If you don't 
remember the name of a function, just Google it! 
 

5. Now we're going to copy this formula down. 
 

 
 

  



6. We also want to filter this list to find out how many of these kids live in Kennebec county 
and are between the ages of 1 and 18.  Click Sort & Filter, then click Filter. 
 

 
 

7. Select the filter drop-down by the county field. 
 

 
 
  



8. Deselect (Select All) and select Kennebec.  Click OK. 
 

 
 

9. This filtered 5 records, now we'll filter by age.  Click the drop-down by age. 
 

 
 

  



10. Select Number Filters, then select Between. 
 

 
 

11. Enter 1 and 18, and then click OK. 
 

 
 

  



12. This returned 3 records. 
 

 
 
 


