
ELIGIBILITY

Eligibility Factors for Applicants

I. The S+C program requires that participants in the program meet the following criteria: (see following pages for details)
A. Homeless, as defined by the Stewart B. McKinney Homeless Assistance Act as funded by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development [42 USC 11302]; AND

B. Disabled, as defined by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development [24 CFR 582.5]; AND

C. The household’s annual income may not exceed the very low income limit, as established by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, and the applicant must need the subsidy 
II. Providing eligibility criteria has been met, any previous S+C recipient may re-apply for subsidy, as long as he or she is in good standing with any housing subsidy program administered by DHHS (Shelter Plus Care &/or Bridging Rental Assistance Program).  Applicants who owe any DHHS subsidy program for back rent, damages, security deposit, etc. may be considered for re-admission providing that at least one of the following minimum criteria has been met:

A. 50% of account balance must be paid before move-in, and the remaining balance must be paid over a term not to exceed 12 months; or

B. Establishment of a Representative Payee and a documented payment plan not to exceed 12 months; or

C. Charges have been waived via the DHHS Housing Subsidy Appeals Process or DHHS Grievance Process.

HOMELESS

I.  Definition of Homelessness

In general, a person is considered homeless if, without HUD assistance, he or she would have to spend the night in a homeless shelter or in a place not meant for human habitation. 

More specifically, an individual or family is considered homeless if he or she is:

· sleeping in an emergency shelter; 

· sleeping in places not meant for human habitation, such as cars, parks, sidewalks, or abandoned or condemned buildings; 

· living in transitional/supportive housing but having come from streets or emergency shelters; 

· spending a short time (30 consecutive days or less) in a hospital or other institution, but ordinarily sleeping in the types of places mentioned above; 

· Note: Individuals being discharged from the Riverview Psychiatric Center (formerly Augusta Mental Health Institute) or Dorthea Dix Psychiatric Center (formerly Bangor Mental Health Institute) are not considered homeless.  Persons can not be discharged to homeless situations from these institutions and therefore they are not eligible for SPC.  BRAP is a viable option for most persons leaving these institutions.
II. Definition of Chronic Homelessness

Unaccompanied homeless individual with a disabling condition who has been continuously homeless for a year or more OR. 

An unaccompanied individual with a disabling condition who has had at least four episodes of homelessness in the past three years:

More specifically, the term homeless in the above statements means he or she is:

· sleeping in an emergency shelter; OR

· sleeping in places not meant for human habitation, such as cars, parks, sidewalks, or abandoned or condemned buildings 
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II. Verification of Homelessness for Shelter Plus Care
	Homeless Situation:
	Then you need to:
	Documentation Required:

	On the streets or places not meant for human habitation
	Documentation of the living situation
	1. Certification from an outreach worker or organization on respective agency letterhead 

2. If unable to verify in this manner, the participant or a staff member may prepare a short written statement about the participant’s previous living place and have the participant sign the statement and date it

	Emergency Shelter
	Verify with the emergency shelter staff that the person has been residing at the emergency shelter
	1. Written, signed, and dated verification from the shelter on their letterhead, stating the individual has been a resident

	Transitional Housing where the person previously lived on the streets or in an emergency shelter
	Verify with the transitional housing staff that the participant has been residing at the transitional housing and that they previously living on the streets or in the shelter
	1. Written, signed, and dated verification from the transitional program on their letterhead, stating the individual is a resident; and
2. Homeless verification which meets the standards listed above for shelter or street living situations stating the individual’s homeless status when he/she entered the program

	Short-term stay (less than 30 consecutive days) in an institution where the person previously lived on the streets, in an emergency shelter, or in transitional housing where the person previously lived on the streets or in an emergency shelter.
(Not Riverview or Dorthea Dix Health Institute)
	Verify with the institution staff that the participant has been residing at the institution and was either on the streets, in a shelter or in transitional housing program where the person previously lived on the streets or in an emergency shelter before entering the institution
	1. Written verification, on letterhead, from institution’s staff that the individual has been residing in the institution for less than 30 days; and
2. Homeless verification which meets the standards listed above for shelter, streets, or transitional housing situations stating the individual’s homeless status when he/she entered the institution.



	Condemned Building
	Documentation of the living situation
	1. Letter from local code enforcement


(continued next page)

 Verification of Homelessness for Shelter Plus Care (cont)
	Homeless Situation:
	Then you need to:
	Documentation Required:

	Temporarily staying at a hotel or motel, in lieu of a shelter bed, due to unavailability of a shelter bed 


	Verify with shelter staff the unavailability of a shelter bed

Document why the current living situation can not continue

	1. Written statement, signed and dated on shelter letterhead, stating that a shelter bed is unavailable; and
2. Written document stating why the individual cannot remain in temporary living situation (i.e. hotel, motel) and
3. Written documentation that the hotel/motel is being paid for with emergency funds (i.e. GA, wrap-around)



	Temporarily staying at a hotel or motel , in lieu of a shelter bed, due to the individual being prohibited entry into the shelter
	Verify with shelter staff that the individual is not allowed to stay at the shelter
Document why the current living situation can not continue

	1. Written statement, signed and dated on shelter letterhead, stating that the individual is prohibited from the shelter; and
2. Written document stating why the individual cannot remain in temporary living situation (i.e. hotel, motel) and
3. Written documentation that the hotel/motel is being paid for with emergency funds (i.e. GA, wrap-around)



	Temporarily staying at a hotel or motel , in lieu of a shelter bed, due to the individual’s clinical condition
	Verify with individual’s licensed clinician (whose license allows for providing a mental health diagnosis) the clinical reason(s) why the individual cannot stay at a shelter.
Document why the current living situation can not continue

	1.  Written statement, signed and dated on licensed clinician’s letterhead, stating that the individual cannot stay at the shelter; and
2.  Written documentation stating why the individual cannot remain in temporary living situation (i.e. hotel, motel) and
3.  Written documentation that the hotel/motel is being paid for with emergency funds (i.e. GA, wrap-around)
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