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The Issue in Maine: 
 
According to the 2009 Maine 
Integrated Youth Health Survey, 
Students Grades 9-12 report: 

 35% drank alcohol in the past 
month and 21% had five or more 
drinks in a row.   

 24% used marijuana in the past 
month and 10% used marijuana 
on school property.   

 23% were bullied on school 
property in the past year. 

 22% were offered, sold or given 
an illegal drug on school property.  

 9% were threatened or injured by 
a weapon such as a gun, knife or 
club on school property in the 
past year.  

 
Students Grades 7-8 report: 

 12% drank alcohol in the past 
month and 6% had five or more 
drinks in a row. 

 8% used marijuana in the past 
month. 

 48% were bullied on school 
property in the past year. 

 13% were offered, sold or given 
an illegal drug on school property. 
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Maine Department of Education, in partnership with the Maine Office of 
Substance Abuse, was awarded a Building State Capacity Grant from 
US Department of Education.  Continuing to help schools create safe, 
disciplined, and drug-free learning environments that promote 
academic achievement is a priority. The grant funds will be used to 
build and sustain capacity to prevent youth substance use and 
violence and support collaboration between the State Education 
Agency (SEA) and other state agencies that are involved in efforts to 
prevent these problems.    
 
Program Goals: 

 To enhance the capacity of State agencies to support local 
educational agencies (LEAs) in their efforts to create and sustain 
a safe and drug-free school environment.   

 To reduce the number of Maine youth affected by substance 
abuse and violence. 

 To better coordinate the delivery of quality youth substance 
abuse and violence prevention strategies, programs and 
services. 

 To increase communication, collaboration and partnerships 
across State agencies.   

 

Priority Populations: 
 

Youth - kindergarten to twelfth grade. 
 
Program Activities: 

 Convene a workgroup of state level stakeholders across all 
State Agencies referred to as the Substance Abuse and 
Violence Prevention in Schools Workgroup (SAVPS). 

 Conduct a Needs Assessment at State level of all Substance 
and Violence Prevention Programming. 

 Based on data from the needs assessment, determine 
strengths, weaknesses, gaps, and ways to combine efforts and 
strengthen partnerships. 

 Develop a strategic plan that will allow Maine to better 
coordinate the delivery of youth substance abuse and violence 
prevention programming.   

 Develop a dissemination/training plan. 
 Partner with other stakeholders on strategies to strengthen 

substance abuse and violence prevention strategies, programs 
and services at the local level. 
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