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January 26, 2012
Senator Earle L. McCormick, Chair

Representative Meredith N. Strang Burgess, Chair

Members, Joint Committee on Health and Human Services

#100 State House Station

Augusta, ME  04333-0100
Dear Senator McCormick, Representative Strang Burgess and Members of the Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services

Attached please find the report on the implementation and progress of the legislatively mandated Progressive Treatment Program (PTP). The Progressive Treatment Program (PTP) was made possible through the passage of Chapter 519, BBBB 1-19, during the 2nd Session of the 122nd Legislature.  A statutory change was made to the PTP during the first session of the 124th Legislature which reduced the age of eligibility from 21 to 18 and provided for an extension of the period of participation from 6 months to a possible 12 months.  A second statutory change was made to PTP and enacted on April 14, 2010, as part of 2009 P.L. c.651.  It appears in statute at 34-B M.R.S.A. §3873-A.  The new law expanded the previous program to allow community service providers to initiate petitions for admission of clients to PTP.  It required development of standards for certain ACT teams that participate in PTP.  It made some changes to the application process and the hearing process.  It also revised the process for termination of client participation, extension of participation, and re-hospitalization.  The guidelines that address these changes as well as the appropriate statutes are included in a separate document.  

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact MaryLouise McEwen, Superintendent of Riverview Psychiatric Center, at 287-4674.
Sincerely, 

Mary C. Mayhew

Commissioner
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