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Health Homes Update- Kitty Purington
· The Behavioral Health Home application is now closed and a listing of those who applied or sent a notice of intent is posted on the website.  Now, the Health Home (HH) practice application is open and has been extended until January 24th. There is outreach currently happening to those practices that are serving members with mental health needs. The HH rule is open and posted and the hearing date is January 14. The State Plan Amendment (SPA) has not yet submitted, but will be soon. 
· Judiann from Spurwink wanted to know how come a provider could not sign up at a different time if the application process is based on eligibility. There were other similar questions from the group and concerns about signing on to a program while the rule and comment period was still open.  Many providers did not have a clear understanding of the program, but felt they should apply now prior to the application deadline date.  Can organizations sign up prior to the rule being promulgated? The MAC decided that these questions should be submitted formally from the MAC and the response should be sent back to the MAC distribution as well as the Behavioral Health Homes interested parties list.  Judiann and Paul S. will submit their questions in writing.  Kitty and Amy will have further discussions regarding these questions and will respond back to the group.  The responses will need to be out to the group by Monday, January 13th.  Is there a possibility of extending the application period? Kitty and Amy will discuss this option.
· Helen had some questions about Section 17 and suggested that this Section of policy be reviewed to re-define and break out personal support services and community integration.  Otherwise, Section 17 will be serving people who do not have a serious mental illness.  This discussion will be added to the agenda for the next MAC meeting to include Kitty and a representative from SAHMS.

Policy Update- Amy Dix
· Section 65- Filing this week. 
· TDI Waiver- Amendment submitted soon- either this week or next week.  Hoping for a 7/1 effective date for the rule.

· New admin Staff: Lisa Weaver and two new policy writers Debbie Walsh, Sam Seneth-starting Feb 3rd- coming from Alaska and currently runs the HIV program there.  There will be new policy assignments once they arrive.

· Policy will be reformatting the report and Amy will bring a draft to the MAC for comments. Initial suggestion is to add page numbers in future versions.  
Section 32- Amy Dix and Ginger Roberts-Scott
· Providers have not enrolled in the program, therefore members cannot be enrolled.  The concern is that the rates are set too low, resulting in providers not enrolling in the program.
· Rate setting reviewed the rates and they will remain the same.  
· The waiver is due to expire in June.  There needs to be an amendment prior to March 31st or the waiver will expire.  
· Ginger is currently waiting for a directive to move forward. She does not know what will happen at this time.  The waiver was authorized as a budget cut.  
· When rate setting reviewed this, the determination was that Department was maximizing and using the amount of money authorized. Jack disagreed and stated that the money was not appropriation money; it was a target amount of savings. MaineCare will be looking into how the rate was set.

Upcoming Hearings- Sara Squires
· Rate Hearings for Section 21, 29, and 32 will occur next week.  Does the MAC want to attend the meeting or submit recommendations?  The consensus from the MAC group is the MAC testifies and takes a position on only Section 32. 

· Section 32- Mary Lou and Jack will be testifying on behalf of their agency.  Goal has two parts-residential and home supports. The goal is to bring kids home.

· Section 29- Mary Lou offered- whenever you are going to cut a rate in a waiver, there are 2 things that have to happen: 1) You need to do a SPA, and 2) an analysis needs to be done by the State to determine if it will attract economic and sufficient rates.  This is in the application for waivers.  These are big issues that are important to the delivery of services.

ACA Update- Ron Bansmer
· The process that is currently occurring for qualifying individuals for MaineCare based on information from Federal Market Place is: 

· The state receives a flat file from CMS with limited information.  At this time, this is the only information received.  
· There were 4000 (6400 individuals) unique application received.  Based on the limited information there are approximately 2800 applicants that may qualify for MaineCare.  These individuals will need to apply to MaineCare for a final determination to occur. CMS will be notifying these individuals by phone.

· There is not a set date for when the transfer will happen from the FFM.

· There is work underway to determine the best process for these applications as they come through the FFM as there will be a backlog of individual applications that will need to be processed.

· Many of those individuals that the FFM deem may qualify for MaineCare do not because of their income.  The FFM has a slightly different process for determining income than the State. Also, non-cat individuals/parents who are above 100% FPL do not qualify for MaineCare but may qualify under the federal determination.

· There was a glitch that occurred on 1/1 for some members that had MAGI eligibility.  These members did not have eligibility after 12/31/13.  This has now been corrected.  Let Ron know if there are any members that may not have been corrected that you are aware of.
· Ron answered a few written questions from CAHC listed below and will be reviewing the additional questions:

· How frequently does DHHS get notices from the Marketplace about consumer eligibility? 
· About weekly, but it is not complete.

· When MP eligibility notice comes to DHHS and what is the protocol? 
· Eligibility notices do not come through from the MP; there is only the flat file.  Currently, there is not a protocol for those eligible from the flat file as CMS should be contacting these individuals.

· How long is allowed to process these apps? 
· 45 days from receipt.

· What recourse is there for someone who gets a denial from the MP saying they are eligible for MC but they really aren’t? What can they do? 
· They can wait until the FFM completes their application, or apply to MaineCare via www.mymaineconnection.com; they will have to complete an application twice.

Transportation- Stefanie Nadeau
· There are two pieces of legislation that will be discussed this afternoon:

· LD1636- Requesting to terminating all three contracts and work directly with previous transportation providers.

· LD1663- Terminate all 3 contracts.
· The Department believes in the brokerage model. The model allows the Department to require 24 hour access.  The Department is currently evaluating the model and determining if there are appropriate contracts in place.  
· The Department has notified CTS that it will not renew contracts as of 6/30/14.  At a minimum, it will be a 90 day process to ramp up in order to prepare for a transition.  
· CTS performance has gotten better, but is not where it should be.  
· The Department will be gathering information from prospective contractors and is preparing for July 1st.   If this can happen sooner then we will evaluate that.  The Department does not plan to restrict to one vendor to replace CTS; there could be as many as six.

· Mary Lou - There should be a level playing field for all the brokers. All brokers are being held to the same standards.  However, there was concern that some brokers appear “successful”, but, they are not following all the contract rules.  For example, Penquis and the 48 hour rule. This might be a good time to look at the rules and make a determination which rules have been problematic for all brokers and not just CTS.
· What about CTS performance issues related to the contract ending?  We will continue to aggressively manage them and we are still managing them to the contract.


