MaineCare Advisory Committee

June 5, 2012 Meeting
Anna Hicks and Patricia Dushuttle were not present at the meeting.  Patricia will give the PMNI update in the July meeting.  July meeting changed from July 3rd to July 10th at 35 Anthony Ave, Conference Room C.
Project Update
Non-Emergency Transportation Update

Once the waiver is approved by CMS, the RFP will be posted.  The RFP will be posted for about 2 months.  The prospective implementation will be late Fall/early Winter. 

This means that Section 113 rules will be replaced by another rule.  The new rule will be a part of MaineCare Benefit Manual, but will not be a part of the State Plan.
Health Homes/ACOs
Draft SPA conversations are still occurring with CMS.  First draft questions are still being answered.  There may be another Q and A to come.  If this is the case, the goal is to submit SPA in late July with a January 1st Health Home implementation.  

Health Homes is not the same as managed care.  CMS will be issuing a State Medicaid Director’s letter to offer more guidance on Integrated Care Models (ICM).
ACO- The implementation will be pushed back to the Winter timeframe.  There will be an application process and ruling will need to occur under the State Plan.  There was a discussion around the availability of ACOs to members and member choice.  Members will be assigned based on where they are receiving the plurality of their care. However, they will have a choice as to weather they would like to join an ACO.  
There will need to be further consideration on how hospitals will be involved in the ACO arrangement.  Ultimately, hospitals do not need to include all of their physician practices if they join an ACO.  
ACO applications will go out in the Summer/early Fall, implementation to occur some time after January 1.
OFI Update

Doreen updated the group on the Non-Categorical numbers.  As of May 4th there were 19,473 on the waiting list, this was since 1/2011.  As soon as the June numbers are available she will send out another update.  Waiver enrollment as of March was 14,300.
Doreen provided updates after the meeting:  

April 2012 Enrollment – 13,888

Wait List as of June 5, 2012 – 20,075
Rules are posted on the OFI website:

Rule 259P- This is related to the 2012 Federal poverty level changes.  This is in affect now.

Rule 268A- The rule is related to the transfer of assets penalty of State funded assistance.  The goal is to implement this July 1st or August 1st.  This will take five years to phase in.  There will be more details once this is adopted.
Eligibility changes related to the supplemental budget are currently pending approval at the commissioner/Governor level.  These include Federal Poverty Level changes, the elimination of eligibility for individuals who are 19 and 20 years old, and reduction of benefits for the Drugs for the Elderly Program.
Policy Department Update

Policy department still will be hiring to fill vacancies.  There has been a new manager hired with a July start date.  
Rules Status Update

Amy Dix reviewed the Rule Status Update.  
Section 80- The old policy is being reversed.  There will be a new policy (Emergency Rule) on this, going forward.  Jack Comart, Ana Cy, and Julia Bell asked to be able to review the new policy.  Amy will send this to them, but will need feedback within 24 hours.

Ch.II &III, Section 65- This will be adopted by the next meeting.  SPA will be submitted on June 26th.

Chapter III, Section 32- Julia had some follow-up questions regarding a letter from the HHS to the Dept.  Amy will follow-up on these items and get responses out.

Chapter III, Section 50 and 32- Language needs to be updated with the correct language.  Will this happen via emergency rule? Amy will follow-up with Ginger.

Chapters II and III, Section 21- Dept. will review the language “Adult Foster Care”. 

Other related Conditions (ORC) needs to be added under the State Plan Amendment Status.

School-based Services Update
Amy Dix gave an update on School-based Services.  A stakeholder group has now been formed (LD1003).  The group is charged with: 
· Reviewing the current structure 
· Creating a State Plan Amendment/Policy Manual specific to school-based services

· Creating a page under “special initiatives” website to include: meeting date, minutes, etc..

· Addressing issues- for example, additional documentation outside the IRP

· Reviewing qualified provider issues: Speech/Language Pathology-293 certificate and Behavioral Health Professionals (BHP)- RFP is currently out for the BHP curriculum.

The goal for July 1st is to have a plan in place for the review of the Dept. of Education.  There is a targeted listserv specific to schools available for those who would like to join.
MaineCare Services Redesign Workgroup
Mary Lou discussed a new workgroup called the MaineCare Redesign Task Force that will include 4 MAC members; 2 representing members and 2 representing providers.  She asked for volunteers to for the workgroup.  
The goal of the workgroup is to provide detailed information that will enable the legislature to redesign the MaineCare program in a manner that will maintain high-quality, cost effective services, and comply with the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act of 2010 for the state Medicaid program and realize General Fund savings in fiscal year 2012-13 of $5,250,000.00.
Anna and Mary Lou will draft a letter with recommendations of who should participate within the workgroup.  After discussion within the group, the proposed MAC members include:

· Anna Hicks- MAC Member Representative

· Mary McPhearson- MAC Member Representative
· Mary Lou Dwyer- MAC Provider Representative

· Caroline Zimmerman- MAC Provider Representative

The MAC representatives that are officially chosen will be tasked with reporting back to the MAC group with updates from the Redesign Workgroup.  There was a recommendation that there should be a separate web page to handle these updates.

Agenda for Next Month
PNMI Update- Update on Appendix Work group and IMD Patty Dushuttle
Project Update- Michelle Probert

School-based Services Update- LD10-03- Amy Dix

Global Waiver (1115 Waiver) Discussion 

Update on Methadone/Suboxone/Opioid Policy-Dr. Flanagan

