MaineCare Advisory Committee

May 1, 2012 Meeting
OFI Update

Doreen McDaniel’s was not available to give the OFI update, but she did share the update with Ana to share with the group. The Non-Cat numbers for March 2012 are 14,308.  There is not an update on the waitlisted member, yet.  Doreen will provide that at a later date. 

Policy Department Update

Derrick Grant discussed some additional staff changes in the MaineCare Policy Department. 

Margaret Brown and Jamie Paul have left the policy department.  The State is planning on filling these positions.

Rules Status Update

Derrick reviewed the rule status changes document.

Adult Foster Care Term Change- Stakeholder group met last Wednesday, they are reviewing about 2 to 3 definitions.  Hopefully, there will be a decision by early June.

Section 32 and Section 50- There were some legislative changes that resulted in changes for certain terms like “restraint” and “seclusion”.  What is the status of these changes? Julie will follow-up directly with Ginger and will update the group.
Chapter II, Section 21- There was a concern about how this might negatively impact the diagnostics.  Per Ana- Maryland has expanded this and have had a hugely positive impact.  Additionally, this rule is more in line with Medicare.

There is more follow-up with Nutritionals needed.  Specific issues with metabolic clinics groups.  There is a metabolic clinic work group that will need to be followed-up with.

Community Choice Option under ACA- This is a new initiative.  Sarah will find out if this is something that the State is considering.
Project Update
Value-Based Purchasing Project

Michelle Probert, Project Manager, is hosting regional forums for the Value Based Project.  There were a series of 4 forums over the month of April.  The forums were in Bangor, Portland, and Lewiston.  Generally, the feedback was good; however, there seems to be some fear amongst the Behavioral Health Community that they may lose business to hospitals when this initiative moves forward.  Although, the State encourages inclusiveness with community-based organizations, there is apprehensiveness amongst this group about the upcoming changes and concern about the timeline associated with this change.
Emergency Department Initiative Update

The direction of this initiative will be changing in the future.  This is based on the focus changing to areas where there are gaps in services and also due to limited staffing.  For the months of September to June 30th there was approximately 4.7 million dollars worth of changes.  The budgeted savings for this initiative was $5 million.  Will this affect IMD ? We are not sure at this point.  There is certainly room for improvement; this includes having staff out in the community more often and improving staff retention.  There has been an increased amount of turnover in this department.  Overall, the number of member visits to the ED is down, as well as, the associated costs.
Transportation Update

The transportation waiver is still under review by CMS.  CMS sent the State informal questions last week; the state is working on getting answers.  At this point, the clock has not stopped.  The RFP is ready to post once the waiver is approved.  There is not a projected timeline at this point.

Materials Workgroup Overview
Kathy Levasseur is the facilitator of the Materials Workgroup.  She gave an overview on the workgroup and what the group does.  Generally, the group reviews outgoing member communication and works to keep the communication at a 6th grade reading level.  They act as consultants to the communication owner and the goal is to make the communication clear and concise for all MaineCare members.  

The group had some suggestions for improvement:

· Include topic information or executive summary at the beginning of the communication/letter so the member will know if the letter pertains to them.

· Include appeal information at the top of the communication (if applicable).

· Clarify appeal language so that it is easy to understand (Review PA appeal)

Agenda for Next Month
PNMI Update- Update on Appendix Work group and IMD Patty Dushuttle
Project Update- Michelle Probert

School-based Services Update- LD10-03- Amy Dix

Update on Methadone/Suboxone/Opioid Policy-Dr. Flanagan

July meeting changed from July 3rd to July 10th 
