MaineCare Advisory Committee Meeting – March 1, 2011 
Present were J. Morrill, National Association for the Mentally Ill – Maine Chapter; Kait Roe, MaineCare Member; Andy MacLean, Maine Medical Association; Kathy Adams, Maine CITE; Shannon Martin, Office of MaineCare Services; Jack Comart, Maine Equal Justice Partners; Patty Dushuttle, Office of MaineCare Services; David Winslow, Maine Hospital Association; Teresa Berkowitz, Pine Tree Society; Joe Pannozzo, Pine Tree Society; Michelle Probert, Office of MaineCare Services; Helen Bailey, Disability Rights Center; Leo Delicata, Legal Services for the Elderly; Polly Miller, Northeast Mobile Health; Heidi Goodale, Office of MaineCare Services; Marcia Cooper, Brain Injury Information Network; Lisa Webber, Consumers for Affordable Health Care; Mary Lou Dyer, Maine Association of Community Service Providers; Sarah Stewart, Office of MaineCare Services; Stefanie Nadeau, Office of MaineCare Services; Judiann Smith, Spurwink; Jill Adams, Maine Administrators for Services for Children with Disabilities; Rose Strout, MaineCare Member; Ana Hicks, Maine Equal Justice Partners. 

Ana Hicks, chair of the committee, opened the meeting by having everyone introduce himself to the group. 
Managed Care Project Update – Stefanie Nadeau, Michelle Probert 

Stefanie Nadeau introduced Michelle Probert, who will be overseeing MaineCare’s managed care project.  Nadeau reported that the new LePage administration has asked that MaineCare review and evaluate more options for MaineCare, before proceeding with the managed care initiative.  Stakeholder committees have been temporarily suspended, while this review is done.  Stakeholders will be engaged in the process, when the project resumes even if the project’s focus changes.  

Rule Status Update – Patty Dushuttle
Patty Dushuttle gave an overview of rules currently in process.  (See handout.)  She explained that the new governor has created a process for approving rules.  The Governor’s and DHHS Commissioner’s offices will review draft rules, before they are proposed.  Their offices will see the rules again, before they are finalized and adopted.  

Dushuttle also reported: 

· A change in school-based speech and language therapists’ licensing requirements is planned for the start of the 2011/2012 school year.  

· The transportation waiver request has not moved forward at the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS).  Other options for addressing transportation needs will be explored. 

· New rules will be needed for targeted case management, as a result of a recent court decision.  The new rules will add medical eligibility criteria.  Staff anticipates that the changes will have an effect on services for homeless members.  A sub-committee of the MAC will be formed to work on this issue. 
· The governor’s office is currently reviewing the Children’s Waiver.  The sub-committee of the MAC for children’s services will reconvene, once this waiver is approved by the governor’s office.  

Office of Integrated Access & Support (OIAS) Update 
Ana Hicks shared with the group an update from OIAS on the enrollment of non-categorical/ child-less adults: 

· 17,446 members are currently enrolled 

· 12,301 people are on the waiting list 

MaineCare Advisory Committee (MAC) Role in Policy Development – Ana Hicks
Ana Hicks gave the group a draft letter from the MAC to the Maine DHHS Commissioner, Mary Mayhew.  The letter outlines the MAC’s role in developing proposed policy.  Committee members can send Ana their comments about the letter.  

Governor’s Budget Proposal: Impact on MaineCare 
Ana Hicks summarized the sections of the governor’s budget proposal that will have an impact on MaineCare 
· Enrollment will be frozen for parents who earn between 133 and 200 percent of Federal Poverty Limit (FPL).  Parent-members who lose eligibility because their income goes up would not be able to re-enroll when their income decreases. 

· Premiums will increase for 

· working disabled members earning between 150 and 200 percent of FPL,

· Katie Beckett members, and 

· Drugs for the Elderly program members.  

· Members of the Medicare Savings Plan earning between 133 and 185 percent of FPL will have to meet new eligibility criteria.   

·  People whose application for disability is pending will not get MaineCare coverage until their application has been in process for 90 days.  Currently, disability applicants get MaineCare coverage after 45 days. 

· Legal immigrants will not qualify for MaineCare until they have been in the U.S. for five years.  

The group discussed testifying at the legislature about changes to MaineCare eligibility for parents.  Hicks agreed to assist any MAC member who would like to testify.  

April Meeting Topics
The group discussed its April agenda and agreed to include:  the MAC’s sub-committee for children’s services, an update on the state budget, and a progress report on the MaineCare Managed Care Initiative.  
