Medicaid Advisory Committee Meeting 
December 7, 2010 

Present: Judiann Smith, Spurwink; Heidi Goodale, MaineCare Services; Ana Hicks, Maine Equal Justice Partners; Kait Roe, MaineCare member; Sandra MacArthur, Maine School Management Association; Jill Adams, Maine Administrators of Services for Children with Disabilities; Helen Bailey, Disability Rights Center; Patty Dushuttle, MaineCare Services; Teresa Berkowitz, Pine Tree Society; Lisa Webber, Consumers for Affordable Health Care; Julia Bell, Maine Developmental Disabilities Council; Sarah Stewart, MaineCare Services; Peter Kraut, Maine Primary Care Association; Joe Pannozzo, Pine Tree Society; Mary Lou Dyer, Maine Association for Community Service Providers; Doreen McDaniel, Office of Integrated Access and Support; Kathy Adams, Maine CITE; Leo Delicata, Legal Services for the Elderly; Linda Riddell, MaineCare Services; Julie Ogden, United Cerebral Palsy Association. 
Ana Hicks opened the meeting by having everyone introduce himself to the group. 

MaineCare Managed Care Update – Tony Marple
Tony Marple reported the recent activities of the MaineCare Managed Care project. 

· A list of MaineCare sub-groups and the target date for joining the managed care program has been developed.  Over a three-year period, all MaineCare members would be covered by the managed care program. 

· Quality measures have received a lot of attention from a dedicated work group. 

· Results of the Member Listening Session are being compiled, and will be shared with the MAC. 
· A conference for prospective bidders will be held 12/10/10 at the Augusta Civic Center.

· A Request For Proposals (RFP) is anticipated to be published in the spring of 2011.  There will be separate RFPs for an enrollment broker, an External Quality Review Organization (EQRO), and managed care vendor.  Tony noted that once the RFP is published, staff will have to limit public input and comments.  

The group expressed interest in the patient centered medical home (PCMH).  This was tentatively put on the MAC’s January agenda. 

Rule Status Update – Patty Dushuttle
Patty Dushuttle reported that the new Policy Unit Manager, Mary Henderson, will begin delivering the Rule Status reports to the MAC.  See handout for inventory of rules underway. 
Approximately 10 State Plan Amendments (SPA’s) have been submitted to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS).  The SPA for Private Non-Medical Institution rates will require more time; CMS is concerned about paying all-inclusive per diem rates.  For the transportation SPA, staff anticipates comparing the proposed rates to other payers and justifying the reasonableness of the proposed rates.  

The group asked that staff explore posting the SPA’s on the MaineCare website. 

MIHMS Update – Marshall Moseson
Marshall Moseson reported the following about MaineCare’s new claims and administration system: 

· Improvements to the Remittance Advice statements, which list the claims paid and denied and accompany the provider’s payment, are being made. 

· Issues with schools’ enrollment into the new system are being fixed. 

· State and contractor staff is working through software defects, as these are discovered. 

· Some providers are receiving “bridge” payments, if the new system is not able to pay them.  Providers repay this money when the system starts correctly handling their claims.  

· Nursing Facilities and Private Non-Medical Institutions are receiving bridge payments.  Corrections to the system will get these claims flowing properly, and bridge payments can be discontinued. 

· Providers can see a list of Known Issues on the website.  

· MaineCare has asked CMS for an exception to coding rules, in order to handle Brain Injury claims differently.  

· There have been problems with data exchange between the new system and MaineCare’s managed mental health vendor, APS.  These are being worked on. 

Office of Integrated Access and Support (OIAS) – Doreen McDaniel 
Doreen McDaniel reported that for the non-categorical/child-less adults 

· 16,778 were enrolled in MaineCare as of October 2010; 

· 12,518 people are on the waiting list to join MaineCare; and 

The waiting list shrinks to 11,351 setting aside members who did not respond to a review letter sent in April of 2010.  Members have to respond to the review letter in order to join MaineCare. 

Children’s Waiver – Ginger Roberts and Sharon Kelly
Ginger Roberts and Sharon Kelly led a discussion of the children’s services waiver.  The application for this waiver has been submitted to CMS, and a final decision is expected soon.  With qualified providers available, the new services could begin shortly after CMS approves the waiver.  

However, the new governor and administration may delay the start date since it would increase the state’s outlay.  
Ginger gave the group copies of the draft policy, Section 32.  

Sharon Kelly explained that Prior Authorizations for the service will be handled by the state’s Children’s Behavioral Health Services unit, and not by the state’s vendor, APS.  Members will have to qualify medically for these services.  

The group also discussed the Behavioral Health Professional (BHP) certification.  The certificate does not denote whether the person has a bachelor’s degree.  
Next Meeting Agenda 

The MAC’s next meeting will be held Tuesday, January 4th.  The following items may be included in the January meeting agenda: managed care update, PCMH overview, Section 27, and the state supplemental budget. 

