MaineCare Advisory Committee 
November 2, 2010 

Present were Mary Lou Dyer, Maine Association of Community Service Providers; Marcia Cooper, Brain Injury Network; Judiann Smith, Spurwink; Delta Cseak, MaineCare Policy; Helen Bailey, Disability Rights Center; Jack Comart, Maine Equal Justice Partners; Lisa Webber, Consumers for Affordable Health Care; Tony Marple, Office of MaineCare Services; Paula Kelly-Wright, Public Consulting Group; Peter Kraut, Maine Primary Care Association; Leo Delicata, Legal Services for the Elderly; Sandra MacArthur, Maine School Management Association; Jill Adams, Maine Administrators of Services for Children with Disabilities; Julia Bell, Maine Disability Determination Center; Linda Riddell, Office of MaineCare Services, Patty Dushuttle, MaineCare Policy; Mary Henderson, MaineCare Policy; Sarah Stewart, Office of MaineCare Services; Loretta Wells, MIHMS Implementation Team; Marshall Moseson, MIHMS Implementation Team; John Ouelette, MicMac Tribe. 

Mary Lou Dyer opened the meeting with a round of introductions. 

MaineCare Managed Care Project –Tony Marple
Tony Marple described the work to date on the MaineCare managed care project.  At a series of stakeholder meetings and listening sessions, the project has gathered a lot of feedback about phasing in sub-groups within MaineCare’s membership.  The basic parameters of what will be presented in the Request for Proposals (RFP) are being defined and refined, as the stakeholder groups meet and discuss the project.  
Tony stated that in early December a meeting will be held for potential bidders.  This will also give the project feedback on how to structure the RFP.  

The project’s Quality Committee has spent much time and effort to ensure that federal requirements are met.  

The RFP is expected to be published in March 2011.  The RFP will include rates developed by actuaries and approved by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS).  Tony anticipated that bidders would be give a rate range, and asked to compete on quality and innovation.  Bidders would, thus, not be competing on rates.  

The project staff anticipates having two vendors to serve the statewide MaineCare membership.  Vendors would serve different regions of the state.  
The group briefly discussed which sub-populations would join managed care in the later phases of the project.  

The group also discussed the potential bidders’ difficulty in meeting Bureau of Insurance licensing standards before the MaineCare project has members enrolled.  In order to be licensed as a managed care organization, the bidder has to have a network of participating providers.  The bidder thus needs participating providers before it has a managed care client.  

The group agreed to devote 45 minutes to the managed care project at its December meeting. 

Behavioral Health Professional (BHP) Training – Mary Lou Dyer
Mary Lou Dyer and Jill Adams gave the group a summary of the BHP training requirements and resources.  (See handout.)  The group agreed to have a follow-up report on this issue at its next meeting. 

MIHMS Update – Marshall Moseson
Marshall Moseson introduced himself to the group as the Interim MIHMS Project Manager as Robin Chacon has left state government.  Marshall will be focused on remedying system defects and meeting federal requirements for certification.  

The MIHMS system has processed one million claims in its first two months.  Some issues with server capacity, the data base, and the operating system have affected overall system performance and speed.  These issues are being addressed in the upcoming weeks.  
Marshall noted that some providers are getting bridge payments, while the system is unable to properly process their claims.  These are short-term payments, and they are immediately recouped from the provider’s next claims payment.  

Schools have had some problems enrolling in the new system.  The Department of Education will be sending instructions on this issue.  

Marshall also mentioned that MIHMS does track each member’s maximum monthly co-payments.  However, more work remains to refine the member co-pay functions.  

Rule Status Update – Mary Henderson and Patty Dushuttle
Mary Henderson gave the group the Rule Status Update for November 2010. (See handout).  Delta Cseak reported that CMS has not move forward on MaineCare’s transportation waiver.  

The group discussed having access to the draft State Plan Amendments that are submitted to CMS.  MaineCare staff agreed to share these drafts with whomever would like to request them.  
The December MAC meeting will include the Children’s Waiver for Home and Community Benefits.  Ginger Roberts and Doug Patrick will be invited to present. 

OIAS Update – Linda Riddell
In Doreen McDaniel’s absence, Linda Riddell gave the OIAS update report. The non-categorical adult members currently total 15,855.  The waiting list is 10,320 for April 2010 through October 2010.  
OIAS is in the process of adopting Rule #254E to increase personal needs allowance for Home and Community Based Support Services.  The public comment period on this rule has expired. 

Section 28 Eligibility
The group briefly discussed Section 28 eligibility.  A child could be medically eligible for services under this section, but not eligible to enroll under this same section.  A service provider with such a client could request a Prior Authorization for the services. 

The meeting adjourned. 

