	[image: ]
	Department of Health and Human Services
Town Hall Call with Foster Families
4/27/16


		                                                                    
	Agenda
	Discussion
	Next Steps/Follow Up

	National Foster Care Awareness Month
	May is National Foster Care Awareness Month, a month when we honor the service of foster families. Some of the recognition events include the following:

· Foster Family Day at Fort Knox on May 21, 2016 from 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Picnic fare and many activities are planned for the attendees. Licensed families are eligible for a free state pass.
· Partnering with AFFM to hold district recognition events to honor the year-long, daily efforts of foster parents. 
· The Portland office will be hosting an event on May 12, 2016 at the University of Southern Maine, Portland campus. The training component will consist of viewing Paper Tigers, a documentary film which addresses the impact of adverse childhood experiences upon youth and the need for supportive adults who will mentor a youth who is exhibiting challenging behaviors. Sue Mackey Andrews of the Maine Resilience Building Network will be facilitating a discussion prior to the viewing and a debriefing following the viewing. 
· The Rockland office will be hosting a foster parent appreciation and recognition event on May 12, 2016 at the Elks Club. Training will be provided on the Period of Purple Crying and ensuring a safe sleep environment for infants in foster care. 
· The Bangor office will be hosting a foster parent recognition event scheduled for May 10, 2016 from 8:30-11:30 a.m., at the Capehart Community Center located on the Davis Road in Bangor. This will be a drop in event. Program Administrator Robin Whitney will discuss what is happening in the districts, introduce staff, and provide an opportunity for foster parents to ask questions. 
· The Augusta office is planning to hold their foster parent recognition event during the summer months. 
· The Ellsworth and Machias offices will be hosting an appreciation event on July 29, 2016 at Schoodic Institute. OCFS staff will provide child care so that resource parents may participate in training. The district is in the process of arranging for a speaker to discuss the impact of trauma on caregivers. 
· Aroostook County will be holding a recognition event on May 19, 2016 at the Elks Club in Presque Isle. AFFM is arranging for a panel discussion.  
· AFFM will be providing door prizes at the events in Aroostook County, Bangor, Rockland, and Portland. 

	

	AFFM Spring Conference
	AFFM held their spring conference in April, and there were 178 individuals who attended.  Several workshops were offered including:

· Eshele Williams presented on topics that individuals tend to avoid, and discussed the importance of healthy caretaking of oneself in order to care for children. 
· The impact of fostering and adopting on birth children, and addressing the emotions when foster children come and go from a home. 
· Human trafficking and exploitation
· Parenting lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and questioning youth in foster care.
· Reasonable and prudent parenting

	



	Foster Parent Survey
	In January 2016, a survey was e-mailed to all licensed foster and kinship families requesting their participation in a survey to inform our office of our performance in providing high quality, efficient, and effective services to support our resource families.  The report is still in draft form; however, some of the results include:

· Approximately 300 foster parents responded to the survey with the highest number being from Cumberland County followed by Kennebec, York, Penobscot, and Androscoggin. The response was fairly low from northern Maine, the mid-coast area, and down east Maine. The survey will be repeated on an annual basis, and other venues will be considered to gain a broader response statewide. 
· Foster parents were asked to select from a list of 18 choices regarding what they viewed as their most important role and responsibility as a foster parent.  Their top choices in order of priority were providing safety for a child; loving and nurturing a child; being an advocate for a child; providing support, guidance, and discipline; and helping a child progress in development. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The survey listed a number of training topics from which foster parents were asked to respond whether or not they were interested in training, were not interested in that topic, or had already attended training on that topic. Half of the respondents reported interest in adoption, attachment disorder, caseworker and foster parent relationships, effective discipline techniques, foster parent rights, and substance exposed infants and children. 
· Respondents chose making training practical and useful as the most effective way to encourage training attendance, followed by allowing foster parent input to determine training topics and using foster parents as co-trainers. 
· When queried on support group participation, 73% responded that they do not attend a support group. 

	

	Recruitment of Foster Homes
	The OCFS has contracted with KidsPeace to recruit foster homes for infants and young children from families impacted by substance abuse who are in the process of reunification with parents, sibling groups, parenting youth leaving residential, and older youth with challenging behaviors. There are currently 1486 foster homes in Maine and 1981 youth in care. More foster homes are needed as well as respite services to relieve full-time foster parents.  

	

	
Foster Parent Advisory Committee

	The Foster Parent Advisory Committee will be meeting on May 6, 2016. Representatives from each district will gather to collaborate with the OCFS on projects that impact foster parenting statewide. Committee members will provide information to the districts and provide feedback from foster parents. One of the first projects will be creating a Foster Parent Bill of Rights. 

	

	LD 890: An Act to Ensure a Continuing Home Court for Cases Involving Children
	This bill was signed by Governor LePage, and extends the jurisdiction of the district court to finalize adoptions in child protective matters. It is anticipated that this will have a positive impact on permanency for youth. The OCFS, AG’s Office, and Judiciary have a meeting scheduled to determine how the changes will occur. 

	




	Website
	This call is one of the ways that we hope to continue engaging with the families and stakeholders regularly. In addition to the town hall calls, the OCFS has established a single e-mail address that can be used by foster/ kinship families to contact the OCFS about any question or concern. This added mode of communication is viewed as an opportunity for the OCFS to be consistently and reliably attuned to the most current thoughts of the community relating to foster/kinship care. 

We are very interested in hearing about and responding to the community’s general concerns about foster and kinship care, as well as the thoughts and suggestions that may be offered to improve the system. A timely response will be provided to each individual who takes the time to share thoughts through this e-mail exchange. We hope this will be a frequently-used and useful form of communication to enhance communication between the OCFS and those who are providing a highly-valued service to children. The address is FosterParentInfo@maine.gov 

The next foster parent town hall call is scheduled for July 27, 2016 @2:00.

	





			
image1.jpeg
Department of Health
and Human Services

Maine People Living
Safe, Healthy and Productive Lives

Paul R. LePage, Governor Mary C. Mayhew, Commissioner




