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To:  Targeted Case Management Providers

Now that providers are well on their way to certification in many of the CANS assessment tools and soon will be using the CANS assessments with clients, I wanted to provide some clarification for phase 2, Implementation.  This memo clarifies the scoring and the interface with APS.  

All versions of the CANS assessments have several sections with two sections in particular that will be used for APS Prior Authorizations and Utilization Review.  The two sections are:

1) “Child Behavioral / Emotional Needs” 
2) “Life Domain  Functioning”

The scoring metric in Maine Care rule will allow for approval of Case management service if the assessment scores indicate a 2 or higher in both of the following sections:  “Child Behavioral/Emotional Needs” AND “Life Domain Functioning”.  (Final emergency rule to be completed by mid January.  Recent OMS clarification letter allows for immediate use of CANS for Children’s Targeted Case Management).  

Each of the sections, “Life Domain Functioning” and “Child Behavioral / Emotional Needs” have several questions within them.  Although there may be more than one question with a 2 or higher score in each section, the rule calls for at least (1) of those questions in each section to have a score of 2 or higher for service authorization.  

APS:
With regards to submitting scores to APS.  APS has asked that the scores, as noted above, are to be placed into the “Additional Information/comments” section during a Prior Authorization or Continued Stay Review.  A statement consisting of the following may be entered into APS to meet this requirement:

I endorse that I have #(Enter Number) ratings of 2 or higher in “Life Domain Functioning” AND 
#(Enter Number) ratings of 2 or higher in “Child Behavioral/Emotional Needs”.

For additional information, APS will be provided access to the EIS system to review any individual CANS assessments as needed for Prior Authorization and Utilization Review purposes.  

If you have any questions regarding this process, feel free to contact me via phone or email and I would be happy to discuss further.  


Paul G. Maheux, LCSW, MPPM
Behavioral Health Coordinator
DHHS/OCFS
2 Anthony Ave. Augusta Maine 04333
Paul.maheux@maine.gov
207-624-7900
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