[image: ChildAndFamilyServicesColor]




January 20, 2015

To All Children’s Targeted Case Management agencies (High Importance)

Re: Child & Adolescent Needs Strenghts Assessment (CANS) certification
Effective immediately, when a Targeted Casemanager becomes certified in one (1) of the CANS assessments in Maine, they will be deemed certified for all five (5) CANS assessments.  
Explanation:
Since the inception of the CANS assessments for Children’s Targeted Case Management in 2014, it has been the practice that all Casemanagers be certified in each of the CANS assessments they would be using with their clients.  

1. CANS-PC (0-5)		Preschool youth
2. CANS-MH (5-17)		Mental Health Issues
3. CANS-ASP (0-18)		DD/ID challenges
4. CANSAT-MH (18-21)	Transition with Mental Heatlh issues
5. CANSAT-DD (18-21)	Transiton with DD/ID challenges

As a result of discussions with the the developer, Dr. John Lyons, it has been approved that passing one of the certifications is sufficient for learning the scoring paradigm of the CANS assessement. 

It will continue to be the practice that all users of any of the CANS assessment be certified annually in at least one (1) of the CANS assessments in order to use any of the assessments.  The choice of which assessment to be certified in will not be prescribed but should be guided by the preponderance of the case types with which a TCM works.  

If you have any questions regarding this policy clarification, please feel free to contact me.  
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Sincerely, 

Paul G. Maheux, LCSW, MPPM
Behavioral Health Coordinator
DHHS/OCFS
2 Anthony Ave. Augusta Maine 04333
Paul.maheux@maine.gov
207-624-7900
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