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DATE:	Thursday, June 23, 2016

TO:	All Children’s Residential Treatment Providers and Treatment Foster Care Agencies
 
FROM:  James Martin, Director of Office of Child & Family Servcies 

RE:	Reasonable and Prudent Parent Standard

Effective August 1st, 2016 Children’s Residential Treatment providers (CRT) and Treatment Foster Care agencies (TFC), will be required to have a minimum of one (1)  trained foster parent or staff, physically present at all times in all CRT facilities and TFC foster homes that have children present to administer the Reasonable and Prudent Parenting Standard. 

In September 2014, Congress passed the "Preventing Sex Trafficking and Strengthening Families "Act (Public Law 113-183; H.R. 4980). The Preventing Sex Trafficking and Strengthening Families Act established the "reasonable and prudent parenting" standard.

The Reasonable and Prudent Parent Standard is defined as careful and sensible parental decisions that maintain a child's health, safety, and best interest while at the same time encouraging the child's emotional and developmental growth, that a caregiver (foster parent / staff) must use when determining whether to allow a child in out-of-home placement under the responsibility of the state to participate in extracurricular, enrichment, and social activities.

The Reasonable and Prudent Parent Standard includes cultural, social, enrichment, and/or extracurricular activities that are age and developmentally appropriate. The CRT and TFC providers are responsible for training the foster parents / staff on making sound decisions for the youth in their care.  Online, on-demand, training will be made available to all providers by Thursday June 23rd, 2016 on the following webpage:

http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/ocfs/cbhs/provider/parenting-standard.shtml 

Administrative Requirments:

1. An acknowledgement of the 24/7 staffing requriment shall be signed by each agency and kept on file by OCFS for both Children’s Residential Treatment and Treatment Foster Care agencies,
2. An acknowledgement of completed training must be included in the personnel file for each current and new personnel identified by the provider for Children’s Residential Treatment.
3. An acknowledgement of completed training must be included in each Foster Family file for Treatment Foster Care resource parents,
For further information regarding Regarding the reasonable and Prudent Parent Standard, please refer to:

www.congress.gov (Public Law 113-183) (H.R.4980) or Contact:

Paul Maheux, LCSW, MPPM
Children’s Behavioral Health Policy Coordinator
207-624-7900
Paul.maheux@maine.gov 
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