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DATE:	September 16, 2015

TO:		Interested Parties

FROM:	Gary Wolcott, Director, Office of Aging and Disability Services

SUBJECT:	Proposed Rulemaking:  14-197 C.M.R. Ch. 5
Regulations Governing Behavioral Support, Modification and Management for People with Intellectual Disabilities or Autism  


This letter gives notice of a proposed rule change to 14-197 C.M.R. Ch. 5, Regulations Governing Emergency Interventions and Behavioral Treatment for People with Intellectual Disabilities and/or Autism.  The Department proposes to repeal Chapter 5 in its entirety and replace with new Chapter 5, Regulations Governing
Behavioral Support, Modification and Management for People with Intellectual Disabilities or Autism.  

The proposed repeal and replace advances the statutory protections of the legal and human rights of persons with intellectual disabilities or autism.  The proposed rule protects, among other things, the right to dignity, privacy, and humane treatment by enhancing the guidance and direction on less restrictive alternatives; better defining prohibitions; expanding prohibited practices; and requiring Positive Supports as the first line of intervention.  Taken together these changes will decrease the number and severity of restraints used as behavioral support, modification and management. 

The proposed rules may be reviewed and printed from the Office of Aging and Disability Services website at http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/oads/policy/rulemaking/index.shtml or for a fee, interested parties may request a paper copy of rules by calling 207-287-9200.  For those who are deaf or hard of hearing please call the Maine Relay number 711. 

A concise summary of the proposed rule is provided in the Notice of Agency Rule-making Proposal which can be found at http://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/rules/notices.html. This notice also provides information regarding the rule-making process.  Please address all comments to the agency contact person identified in the Notice of Agency Rule-making Proposal.
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