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Aroostook District Coordinating Council for Public Health (DCC)

Quarterly Meeting

December 13, 2011
9:00 am – 12:00 noon

Northern Maine Development Commission 
11 West Presque Isle Road, Caribou Maine 04736
Conference Call Number 1-800-393-0640

Passcode 417887

The mission of the Aroostook DCC is to be the district-wide representative body for collaborative public health infrastructure development in Aroostook County by:

· ensuring the effective and efficient delivery of the 10 EPHS in Aroostook County

· creating and sustaining partnerships and shared public health resources

· promoting county-wide collaboration in public health assessment, planning, implementation, and evaluation;

· continually enhancing the quality of public health services provided
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9:00-9:15

Welcome and Introductions
In attendance: Carol Bell, Healthy Aroostook; Steve Corbin, Aroostook EMS; Jay Kamm, Northern Maine Development Commission; Rebecca Bowmaster, Power of Prevention; Craig Cormier, Power of Prevention; Patty Carson, MeCDC, Division of Infectious Disease; Stacy Thibodeau, MeCDC, Public Health Nursing; Tami Kilcollins, Cary Medical Center; Dottie Wheeler, The Aroostook Medical Center; Michelle Plourde-Chasse, Community Voices, James Davis, Pines Health Services, Jerolyn Ireland, Tribal Public Health District, Clare Desrosiers, Aroostook Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition; Stacy Boucher, MeCDC, Division of Local Public Health

Guests: Tina Pettingill, Maine Public Health Association; Sarah Mayberry, Breathe Easy Coalition of Maine

Review Minutes
Steve made a motion to accept the minutes; second by Patty. Minutes accepted by unanimous vote.

9:15-9:30

SCC Update The SCC is working on ways of reducing travel costs and times using remote meeting technologies. The SCC is trying to transition from conducting work in the whole committee setting to subcommittees: planning and coordination, disparities and needs assessment. 485 tons of prescription drugs were brought in to identified disposal areas throughout the state during the last “Take Back” event, which made Maine number 1 in the nation per capita for return volume.
9:30-10:15         
Guest Presenter: Tina Pettingill, MPH, Executive Director, Maine Public Health Association
Topic: Review of some of the big policy issues from last legislative session, upcoming policy priorities, as well as brainstorm ways we can work together better and get some input on our upcoming lecture series.
More information about the Maine Public Health Association is available at www.mainepublichealth.org
Also, several slideshow presentations, including information presented today may be viewed at www.slideshare.net/hppofme
 10:15-10:30

15 minute stretch break

10:30-11:30

District Public Health Improvement Plan

Progress Update  → Focus: Aligning Community Transformation Grant (CTG) activities with existing DPHIP Overweight/Obesity and Tobacco Use Prevention strategies.  
· Draft mock-up version of the District 8 Healthy Weight Directory was presented for comment and request to identify missing information to be included into subsequent versions.
· Structure and Operating Principles revisions necessary to respond to opportunities to bring funding to Aroostook County and an equitable and transparent fashion. We will flag issues within the existing document and bring forward several for discussion at DCC meetings throughout the next year so as not to overwhelm the agenda and lose sight of the work to done around the DPHIP.

· Decisions to arrive at today:

· Suggested membership is up to 40 individuals

· Should we establish a minimum? If so, what is reasonable?

· ACTION: The group did not identify a numeric minimum – only that there should be always be geographic representation from locations in northern, central and southern Aroostook

· What is the process for members to become involved at the Steering Committee level of membership?

· Is it a matter of indicating an interest to assume leadership responsibilities? Or is it function of the nominating committee?

· ACTION: The group believes that at this time, interest in the membership should be assessed, and a request for participation be issued so that it can be primarily a self-identification process – so as not to nominate someone who is not able to fulfill the responsibility.
· What is the best structure at our DCC to provide Oversight to the Community Transformation Grant?
· Should we add this to the other leadership functions of the steering committee? Should we merge the existing Overweight and Obesity Prevention Subcommittee and the existing Tobacco Use Prevention Subcommittee into the CTG Oversight Committee? Or should we create an additional Subcommittee?

· ACTION: In order to reduce redundancy and still meet the grant requirements, feedback received indicated a preference for the merger of existing committees with a similar focus and action steps.

11:30-11:50

Round Table / Partner Updates

· New Freedom Transportation Grant Update: Application submitted to Maine DOT by ARTS before the deadline – overall very positive experience. Results pending. ARTS was able to use the cost of handicap accessible vehicles (also more fuel efficient than the buses) as part of capital match.
· Potential role for DCC partners related to evaluation include sharing of “No Show” rates to show a correlation between increased transportation options and compliance. Also, perhaps utilizing patient satisfaction surveys to demonstrate overall improvement in how patients and their health care / behavioral health provider interact.
· 2 sharps disposal kiosks are available for proper disposal of used sharps. 1 is located in the lobby at Caribou Police department and 1 is located in the lobby at Presque Isle Police Department

· Aroostook State Park is sponsoring a First Day hike on January 1, 2012
· Power of Prevention has hired 2 new part-time staff people; Jennifer Levesque and Karen Boutot

· A WITT FITT (a stability ball/chair) pilot program will be undertaken in 9 classrooms throughout Aroostook County.

· Cary Medical Center is taking part in a federal pilot program called “ARCH” aimed at increasing access to personal health services for veterans in rural areas.

· Pines Health Services prescription assistance program has 2 staff hired. One of whom is located at the Presque Isle site.
· UMFK is pursuing a Safe Routes to School grant to install blinking signage for a busy crosswalk.

11:50-12:00

Wrap-up



Next Meeting: Tuesday March 13, 2012 Location TBD
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