Midcoast H1N1 Weekly Summary- 12/18/09
This is the Midcoast District Flu Vaccine Weekly Summary for the week ending December 18, 2009.  Please contact me with any questions or concerns at Jennifer.gunderman-king@maine.gov or 215-6159.

Due to the holiday, the next Midcoast Weekly Summary will be distributed on January 31.

Happy Holidays and Stay Healthy!

Attachments and Resources:  
· To order flu educational posters and magnets, please go to: http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/boh/flu-poster-orders.shtml .  Please post these in your offices, communities, and businesses.  Other educational materials can be found at: http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/freeresources.htm.
· Maine CDC weekly summary posted 12/17/09.

Upcoming Meetings and Conference Calls:

· Please note that weekly conference call updates will not be held for the next several weeks. Any future calls will be listed in advance in these updates.

New Updates:

· Four deaths due to H1N1 have been reported, bringing the total to 17 since August. Please note that an estimated 150 people die in a normal flu season in Maine.
· We are now recommending H1N1 vaccine be made available to anyone who wants it, as local supply allows and with an emphasis on prioritizing injectable vaccine for those at highest risk for complications.

· A non-safety recall has been issued for about 800,000 doses of H1N1 vaccine nationwide. (Please see Maine CDC weekly report for more details.)
· We expect the H1N1 flu virus to continue to circulate and additional surges are also possible.  We expect to experience a seasonal flu surge as well, as we normally do sometime in the winter.  There is still more influenza across the country than is usually seen this time of year, and vaccination remains the best protection against the flu.  
· Over the coming days and weeks, vaccine will become more available in a variety of settings, including health care provider offices, public clinics, retail locations, large employer settings, nursing homes, etc.  People have three easy options in seeking vaccine: check the clinic locator at www.maineflu.gov, call 211, or call their health care providers.
· There are public clinics throughout the Midcoast District next week.  Please see the calendar at www.maineflu.gov.  If you are holding a H1N1 vaccine clinic, please contact me to post your clinic information on the web calendar.
· The Maine CDC has now transitioned its H1N1 general information line to 211.  If you or any of your clients have general questions about H1N1 please call 211.

· Schools and organizations doing community clinics, please contact me if you are experiencing any barriers, questions, issues, and/or needs.
Please let me know if there is any additional information you would like included in the summary.

 

