Midcoast H1N1 Weekly Summary- 12/11/09
This is the Midcoast District Flu Vaccine Weekly Summary for the week ending December 11, 2009.  Please contact me with any questions or concerns at Jennifer.gunderman-king@maine.gov or 215-6159.

Attachments and Resources:  
· To order flu educational posters and magnets, please go to: http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/boh/flu-poster-orders.shtml .  Please post these in your offices, communities, and businesses.  Other educational materials can be found at: http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/freeresources.htm.
· Maine CDC weekly summary posted 12/10/09.

· Information on nasal H1N1 vaccine.

· Basic prevention messages in other languages.  Other materials for the public in different languages can be found at: http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/boh/maineflu/h1n1-foreign-lang-resources.shtml.  
Upcoming Meetings and Conference Calls:

· December 14, 2009: 12:00-1:00 Maine CDC H1N1 Stakeholders Conference Call: This is a time to receive H1N1 updates from Dr. Dora Mills and participate in question and answer session. Conference call: 1-800-914-3396  passcode 473623
New Updates:

· Since October, we have received about 455,300 doses of H1N1 vaccine in Maine. Although this is a significant increase from last week, it is still only about 65% of what is needed for priority populations in the state. Our current priorities for vaccine are:

· Pregnant women and recently pregnant women;
· Caregivers and household members of infants younger than 6 months old; 

· All people 6 months through 24 years of age; 
· People ages 25 through 64 with underlying medical conditions, including COPD, asthma, chronic heart disease (except hypertension), kidney disease, liver disease, cognitive disability, neurologic/neuromuscular, blood disorder, metabolic disorders (including diabetes) or compromised immune systems (including HIV, organ transplant, people undergoing chemotherapy);
· and the following health care workers: inpatient and outpatient health care workers with frequent direct contact with high priority patients and infectious materials, including all EMS as well as nurses and doctors working in outpatient primary care practices, specialty practices, and schools. Any other health care worker who falls into one or more of the other priority groups above should also be vaccinated. 
· With the increasing vaccine in the state and school clinics completed, H1N1 vaccine is becoming more available through health care providers and clinics.  There are community clinics for the high risk population in our area.  For information about the community clinics in the Midcoast District and throughout the state, please see: http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/boh/maineflu/schools/calendar/index.shtml.  Please check this list regularly for it changes often with updated clinic information.
· I have started to connect with organizations and entities that serve populations with special needs including: homeless shelters, community based clinics for the uninsured and underinsured, and organizations working with people with disabilities.  I am working with them to ensure their populations and clients have access to vaccine. 

· The Maine CDC has now transitioned its H1N1 general information line to 211.  If you or any of your clients have general questions about H1N1 please call 211.

· Schools and organizations doing community clinics, please contact me if you are experiencing any barriers, questions, issues, and/or needs.
Please let me know if there is any additional information you would like included in the summary.

 

