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Agenda, Mid Coast District 
Local Health Officer Meeting
May 21, Belfast

June 24, Wiscasset

July 1, Conference call

1. Welcome, introductions, reviewed agenda
2. Updates

a. LHO State Training- All LHOs must complete the state LHO training.  Of those who have taken it, most find the training informative and easy to take.  LHOs recommended sharing it with other town officials.  Other modules will be added as needed.  Midcoast LHO recommendations include module on HAN, security when investigating a situation, boil orders, and working with municipal emergency officials.
b. LHO Manual- The LHO Manual was updated in 2009 and again in 2010.  The 2010 version has not been posted yet.  2010 updated includes information on an option for towns to have a staff person receive proper trainings and conduct eating and lodging inspections.  LHOs will be emailed when it becomes available.
c. Mold Module and Resources- A training on mold for LHOs is available on the web.  It also includes helpful handouts for landlords and tenants on mold. 
3. Informational Resources

a. Maine CDC- Maine CDC’s web site offers information on an array of topics.  You can also get 1 page descriptions of Maine CDC Programs.  Jen is also distributing Maine CDC updates every two weeks.
b. Midcoast Public Health Unit: The Midcoast Public Health Unit is comprised of Maine CDC field staff.  See the attached document for list of staff and contact information.

c. Other Resources: 
i. Pine Tree Legal’s web site and Handbook for Tenants which can be found at: http://www.ptla.org/cliented/housing/housingindex.htm
4. Hot Topics

a. Ticks: Anecdotally, the ticks seemed to have become active earlier this year.  Data shows that Midcoast is seeing high and increasing rates of Lyme Disease.  For ordering tick cards and info- http://www.maine.gov/DHHS/boh/ddc/epi/vector-borne/posters/order-form.shtml.  Additional information on ticks and tick-borne diseases can be found at the Lyme Disease Association web site.  LHOs can put information in town buildings as well as local businesses.
b. Browntail Moth: Maine Forest Service has identified certain parts of Maine as areas that should expect higher than average impact from browntail moths.  An email was distributed to LHOs with further information.
c. Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE): Maine CDC with other partners will be assessing impact of EEE in Maine.  As a reminder, this is a serious human illness and information for the public can be found at Maine CDC’s website. 
d. Avian Flu: Surveillance continues internationally as well as in the United States and Maine.  For more information: http://www.cdc.gov/flu/avian/
5. Open Discussion/Ideas
a. It would be beneficial if LHOs that are also Code Enforcement Officers (CEO) get credit hours towards their CEO certification with LHO trainings.  Sue Dowdy will explore this with the State Planning Office.
b. Look into hosting an annual Midcoast LHO meeting.

c. It would be helpful to have electronic, in real time information on failed eating and lodging establishments and boil orders.

d. Jen will also send out new information on tenant-landlord mediation.
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