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Midcoast Local Health Officer
Annual Spring Meetings

Thursday May 5 from 8:30-10:00 at the Wiscasset County Communications Center on Route 1.
Thursday May 12 from 6:00-7:30 via a conference call.  Call number 1-800-393-0640 passcode 417887
Friday May 20 from 2:30-4:00 at the Waldo County Emergency Management Agency office on Congress Street in Belfast.
ATTENDEES: Jennifer Gunderman-King, Judy Gopaul, Hugh Tilson, Norma Dreyfuss, Becca Morin, Paul Audette, Scott Davis, Paul Dumdey, Dottie Carroll, Becky Miller, Dave Schofield, Joe Carr, Lisa Miller, Philip Pitula, Stephen Wilson, Jane McLaughlin, Dan Mulcahy, Alison Wood, Same Lew, Jill Delaney, Mike Monk, William Bentley, Emma McFarland, Misty Green, Jeri Pendleton, Heidi, Sondra Clark, Shirley Helms, Tom Lister, David Barnes
MINUTES
1. Welcome and Introductions 
2. Meet your Midcoast Public Health Unit
· Jen identified the members of the Midcoast Public Health Unit, described their roles, and provided contact information.  Please see Public Health Unit 1 pager. 
· LHOs discussed their need to know what is going on at the local level.  This keeps them well informed and be able to provide basic information to the community.  For example, LHOs would like to know when an eating or lodging facility has failed inspection and temporarily closed.  

· It was recommended that Eating and Lodging Inspectors connect with local plumbing inspectors when dealing with septic and water issues. 

3. Results of the Survey 
· Jen discussed the results of the Midoast LHO survey.  See survey summary document.
· Additional resources for LHOs include:

· Calling 211.  211 Maine is a free service that can help people get services they need.

· Attorney General’s office offers tenant-landlord mediation.  For more information, see: http://www.maine.gov/ag/consumer/consumer_mediation_service.shtml
· List of hotlines/crisis numbers: http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/ocfs/hotlines.htm 
· Pine Tree Legal Tenant handbook: http://www.ptla.org/library/570 

4. Hot Topics

· CDC Training

· LHOs must take the LHO certification training offered on line.  Most have taken it and found it to be helpful.

· LHO description document
· One page document describes role of LHO.  This is a good reference for you and to share with town officials.

· Difficult cases
· Children: In cases when children are involved and LHO suspects abuse or neglect, they can report to DHHS by calling 1-800-452-1999.
· Access to healthcare

· LHOs can call 211 or contact District Liaison to identify options for getting health care.  Knox County Free Clinic, federally qualified clinics, rural health centers, Care Partners, and hospital charity care are some options.

· Mold

· There is mold module for LHOs, which can be found at: http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/boh/olph/lho/training.shtml.  CDC is in the process of developing a decision tree/flow chart of dealing with mold issues.
· Bed bugs

· There have been some situations that deal with bed bugs.  LHOs can refer landlords and homeowners to pest management companies.  Landlords have the responsibility to deal with bedbugs.  See- statute in 14 M.R.S. §6021-A, is situated in Chapter 710 of Title 14.
5. Open Discussion/Miscellaneous
· It is helpful to use tax information to determine the owner of a property.

· It is almost impossible to have situations taken care of when the property is in foreclosure and it has not been completely signed over to the bank.

· Is it a major obstacle in dealing with many situations because Maine did not include the property maintenance code when they adopted the new building codes based on the international codes.
· LHOs would like a resource for getting protective equipment when cleaning up a site.  It was recommended that they contact their county EMA office for assistance.

· Some LHOs only investigate complaints that are provided in writing.  This decreases complaints based on neighbor feuds.  

· Healthy Home training provides great information and resources on keeping homes healthy.  For information about the training, see: http://www.smokefreeforme.org/training/ or contact your local Healthy Maine Partnership.

6. Next Steps

· Jen will work with Judy to update LHO list and put it on the web.

· Judy will be meeting with Maine Municipal Association.  She will talk with them about garbage situations and foreclosures.
· In next version of the LHO manual, include how to deal with garbage situations.
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