Midcoast District Coordinating Council

Meeting Minutes
November 18, 2009

The Mid Coast District Coordinating Council Planning Work Group would like to thank everyone that attended the meeting of the Mid Coast District Coordinating Council. Your participation and attendance was invaluable. In addition, we thank the Department of Health and Human Services for the use of their meeting space and the Pen Bay YMCA for their logistical support.

Below is the meeting minutes from the Mid Coast Coordinating Council held on November 18, 2009 at the Department of Health and Human Services Building in Rockland. If you have any corrections, please contact Jennifer Gunderman-King at 596-4278 or jennifer.gunderman-king@maine.gov. 

Attendees: See list
1. Welcome and Introduction

Jennifer Gunderman-King welcomed the attendees to the fourth Mid Coast District Coordinating Council (DCC). Attendees introduced themselves and the organizations they represent.

2. DCC and DCC Member Updates:

· Statewide Coordinating Council Update: Marla Davis, the Midcoast DCC representative on the SCC, informed the DCC of the next SCC meetingon December 10th at the Augusta Amory.  If you are interested in being on the email distribution list for the SCC, please contact Michelle Monroe at michelle.monroe@maine.gov.  The meeting will discuss workforce development, the assessment and planning for local public health, and accreditation. 

· District Calendar: Jen discussed the development of a new calendar for the district website.  She passed out forms to complete on district related events.  She will email a reminder to DCC members the beginning of each month for events, but people can email her events at anytime.
· Homeless Consortium: Pinny Beebe-Center: Penny introduced a new program and coordinator to address homelessness in Knox and Waldo County. On December 9th from 9-11, there will be a meeting to hear about the new program and discuss next steps. She will email the invitation to Jen who will put it on the website and email the DCC list.  

· Homeless Teen Shelters: Pinny updated the group on an effort to provide housing for homeless teens in the area.  A group of churches worked to establish a network of shelters.  Due to ordinance and fire restrictions, this is not longer possible.  The group is now looking at the possibility of a building.  

· Transportation volunteer network.  Marla announced that a grant was awarded in the Brunswick area to develop and implement a volunteer network to assist in transportation of community members.

· Medication Collection: Another medication collection is planned for Sagadahoc and Lincoln counties.  In addition, there is pending legislation that will require pharmaceutical companies to take responsibility for the disposal of unused or old medication.  Marla and Becky will keep DCC updated and inform us how we can support it.
· The Midcoast District Coordinating Council Steering Committee will be developing a plan for the DCC for 2010 to present and approve at the next DCC meeting. 

· Transportation Committee – Jen and Pinny talked about the formation of a Transportation committee.  This committee will try to meld other fragmented transportation committees in the Midcoast.  The purpose of the committee will be to review basic expectations and needs and provide recommendations to local public transportation providers.   Coastal Trans has just hired a new Mobility Manager. This is perfect timing for the committee.  Jen and Pinny will inform DCC of 1st Transportation Committee meeting. 
3. Unnatural Causes

Rebecca Morin from Healthy Lincoln County was introduced Unnatural Causes.  Participants watched Episode 5: Place Matters.  This episode explains and illustrates examples how where a person lives predicts their health.  
Participants where separated into groups.  Each group was given a scenario and were directed to talk about what services where needed, available, and/or unavailable to address the scenario.  Groups were asked to address the following questions: What elements depicted in this film reflect your community?  Who makes the decisions that affect your community?  How can you make things better in your community? Groups reported back.  
Themes from this discussion included:

· We can list disparate groups in district, but what are the common issues, needs, etc that can be addressed.

· If needs for basic living (shelter, food, safety, income) are not met, people will continue to cycle through dangerous and unhealthy situations and behaviors.  

· How could organizations intervene during different places in a person’s life in order to help guide him/her to a better choice, environment, needed service?
· Potential Next Steps:

· Determine ways to bring Unnatural Causes showings and discussions to other organizations and the community.

· Look at MAPP findings in the district to identify strengths and gaps and how we as a DCC can prioritize and address the gaps?

· As we have discussions and determine action steps to issues in our district, we need to consider how disparate groups are affected differently.

· Is there a template of questions we can asking when looking at a public health issue with disparate populations?

4. H1N1 Update
Jen provided an update on H1N1 surveillance, vaccination, communication, and mitigation activities.  She walked participants through the Maine CDC H1N1 website.  
A document outlining a system for communicating information about H1N1 in the Midcoast was distributed for review.  This communication document outlined a communication tree and identified what organizations were responsible for relying messages to organizations in their networks.  This would assist us in identifying who is receiving important messages and where there may be gaps.  This system could be applied to issues other than H1N1.
Lunch was served. 
Meeting adjourned at 12:30 pm

