York District Public Health Council
Executive Committee Meeting
Thursday June 3, 2009 

3:00 -5:30 PM
Hosted by: York Public Library, Town of York
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Minutes

Present:  Joan Alfonso, Strategies for a Stronger Sanford; Maryanna Arsenault, Pres. CEO, HomeHealth Visiting Nurses; Ted Trainer, Council Co-Chair, Director of Healthy Aging, So. ME Agency on Aging; Rob Yandow, Council Chair, Town Manager, Town of York; Bethany Fortier, Coastal Healthy Communities Coalition, UNE; Megan Rochelo, Coastal Healthy Communities Coalition, UNE; Sharon Leahy-Lind District Public Health Liaison-York, Maine CDC,DHHS; Chris Quint, Planned Parent Hood of Northern New England; Sara Roberts, Partners for Healthier Community; Robin Gardner,York County Community Action Head Start; Robert Bohlmann, York County EMA and Michelle Ramirez, DCC Consultant, taking minutes.
Welcome and Introductions:

Rob Yandow, Chair of YDPHC, welcomed participants and initiated introductions around the table.

Committee Business

Motion to accept the minutes from March 18,, 2009 Executive Committee meeting was proposed, seconded, and approved.
Motion to accept April 1, 2009 York District Public Health Council  minutes as a draft to be forwarded to the full Council for approval on September, 16, 2009.. Motion was seconded and approved.  
Updates:
York District Local Public Health System Assessment
Sharon Leahy –Lind, CDC, DHHS, provided updates on the York District Local Public Health System Assessment underway in the District. The first and second assessment sessions were held on May 27 and June 2. The third and final session is scheduled for June 10, 2009 in Saco. 
· Overall, attendance at the first two sessions has been excellent. There were 46 participants in Session 1 and 40 participants attended Session 2. 
· Interesting discussion among participants and facilitators occurred, some unintended benefits have come out of the York District LPHSA sessions , such as new partnerships and possibilities resulting from discussions and connections between different members of the community. 
· Session #2 ran a little behind due to the rich conversation. Therefore, we have invited participants from session 2 to attend session 3, as well, The time of session 2 will be extended an hour (from 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.) instead of 9-1 p.m.

· Robert Yandow reminded all that a minimal scoring of the YDPHSA is not a necessarily bad thing, but can be an opportunity for defining priority areas for improvement.   

· A report back on the results from all three assessments is scheduled for November 18, 2009, from 1:00-4:00p.m. in the Saint Francis Room on the University of New England's (UNE) Biddeford Campus. 
Cumberland DCC Invitation & Continued Discussion on Emergency Response Teams
Sharon Leahy-Lind announced that she has been invited by the Cumberland County DCC on June 15, 2009 to discuss a partnership with Southern Maine Regional Resource Center (SMRRC) for both districts (York and Cumberland) in an effort to begin cross-district collaborations and to explore the possibilities of model development and a data base design for voluntary well-check emergency response teams. 

Statewide Coordinating Council (SCC)
· Rob Yandow announced that reconfigurations of SCC will be finalized at upcoming meeting on June 18, 2009 
· Subcommittees have been meeting since the last SCC meeting on March 26 to discuss how the SCC will interact with DCC in terms of “communication up communication down.”  Another group is looking at the template design for the district health improvement plans to be completed by DCCs.
· SCC has discussed and agreed not to use acronyms.

· Between the SCC’s June 18, 2009 and September 16, 2009 meeting there will be elections for the Council's chair and co-chair. 

Vector born Seminar in York May 7, 2009
· Rob Yandow informed members that communication between the two satellite sites for the training could not be established as intended due to unanticipated internet provider costs for on site technicians.
· The seminar was well attended. Presenters agreed to post the information on the Maine CDC's website.
· This seminar was designed for municipal officers and town managers; however, due to the emergency surrounding H1N1 the week before, the event was not as successful as we had hoped. Rob Yandow and Sharon Leahy-Lind will explore alternative ways to reach those key partners in the community. 
· Sharon Leahy Lind added that she would ask the infectious disease programs in Augusta to hold future workshops on Vector borne disease. She stressed how important peer learning is among municipal leaders in the Southern Maine communities.   

· Sara Roberts, Partners for a Healthier Community, pointed out that perhaps the term Vector borne was not clear or understandable for some municipal leaders. This might have contributed for some to overlook the information when they received the invitations. 

· Ted Trainer informed the Council that the movie Under Your Skin was viewed at his congregation but it is not available for public viewing at this time. Sharon Leahy-Lind pointed out that when the movie comes out, this might be another opportunity for YDPHC to bring municipal representatives together.  

· Rob Yandow also added that there would be a theatrical run of the movie Under Your Skin on July 4 at the Portland Art Museum.   
· Robin Gardner, Head Start, asked if lyme disease testing is routine. The council informed that Vector borne disease is not something that people are screened for routinely. Testing would occur only if there were symptoms present that might indicate infection.
· Although the information of how many cases in any given community is not available to town managers, the Maine CDC releases an annual report of the number of cases in each county, as well as data on the statewide prevalence. 
LD1363 Public Health Infrastructure Wellness Bill 

LD1363 Public Health Infrastructure and Wellness Bill passed through legislature with some amendments and is awaiting the Governor’s signature. Final language of amendments to the bill are unknown at this time. This bill is very good news for the YDPHC and the work of this council.  
Unnatural Causes: Is Inequality Making us Sick?
As a follow-up to the viewings held by the Council in the District, Sara Roberts, Partners for Healthier Communities at Goodall Hospital, announced that there was a viewing of Unnatural Causes in Sanford on June 3. This viewing was convened in partnership with Sanford town officials. A participant representing the clergy expressed an interest in showing Unnatural Causes to congregations in the area. 

Sharon Leahy-Lind emphasized the importance of holding on to that contact (congregations and religious groups) since there has been a gap recognized by the DCC in outreach to and partnership with religious groups. 
Other Discussion
Press Releases

Rob Yandow and Sharon Leahy-Lind informed the council that here will be an upcoming training by one of the reporters that attended the YDPHSA to learn how to make press releases more effective.   

Maine Lead Poisoning Prevention Outreach Grant 

The York County HMPs have received grant money for lead poisoning prevention efforts:

· The grant money comes from a statewide tax on paint purchases.

· There is GIS mapping for all affected areas. Sanford and Biddeford are two of the high-density areas.
· Maryanna Arsenault, President of Home Health Visiting Nurses pointed out that the Home Health Visiting Nurses trough MCH grant has funds available to deliver kits and information on lead testing in homes. She will get more information on what kind of testing they can do and any other resources that can be accessible for lead poisoning prevention. 

· Megan Rochelo, Director of Coastal Healthy Communities Coalition, UNE, stressed that one of the barriers in the MLPPO grant is that it does not allow funds to be spent on testing or screening. 
· More strategic planning needed on event planning. How to get parents involved and to follow through on getting kids tested. Parents with children that have lead poisoning are overwhelmed with other daily stresses so getting them to attend forums can be challenging. New strategies need to be planned for a better outcome.  

· A good contact to discuss blood lead testing done would Louise Barton,  Home Health Visiting Nurse.   

· Sharon Leahy-Lind suggested a combined action team for both districts in the Sanford and Biddeford area. 

Participants at today's meeting assisted in this project by engaging in a SWOT analysis for the lead poisoning prevention project.

Draft York District Level  SWOT for the Maine Lead Poisoning Prevention Grant 

Strengths

· District action team

· Smoke free Housing Coalition
· Partnerships established & link

· Head Start

· MCH-Home Health

· York District public Health Council

· Alliance for healthy families

· Individual community partners

· WIC

· Tag team Inspectors/Education
· DHHS offices 


· United Way 


· Home Health-Connect= pediatricians
· Networks for connectivity & PCP
· Free educational materials-webinars are improving

· Training classes & presentations
· Fairly comprehensive lead law

· Funding to do work ($6,500)

· HMP District collaboration

· Excising structure for coalition’s network
Weaknesses

· Need guidelines on how funding can be used-not clear

· Lack of funding for abatement (unaffordable for landlords)

· No funding for blood lead screening

· Kids are not getting screened. Private insurances do not require LP testing.

· Private Insurance reimbursement on lead screening not clear 

· Kit costs to physicians unclear

· Lab slips are given by physicians to parents might not be done. Testing needs to be done by physicians at time of visit. Private insurances does paper screening 

· Lack of awareness of issues (physician; community)

· Communication timelines & state is challenging & inconsistent

· HMPs recognize priority-but fall short due to all other responsibilities 

· Soil & water abatement not being done due to cost not covered under this grant

· Dangerous levels surrounding lead poisoning being revaluating by state (?) -No level safe

· Support for parents after lead poisoning diagnosis- visiting nurses could do with MCH grant

· No funding for district level, for fees

· Funding available for inspections in high density areas are only for rental units- single home rentals are being missed or people that own their homes   

· Parents fear to bring up lead poisoning to landlords because housing options are limited

· Lack of trained inspectors

· No landlord Association 

Opportunities

· Potential Partnerships- School, United Way, DHHS offices

· PSA-Cable Access-mailings

· Data access

· CAP-energy audit combine lead inspection PROP (Maine State Housing)

· Working renovation contractors & painters

· District wide distribution

· People don’t mind talking about lead-no stigma

· Catch the environmental wave

· New law April 2010 fines to landlords that do not comply with lead prevention 

· Friendly Fed politic environ

· Landlord Champion

· Working= local college’s technical programs vocational programs-UNE-creditability

· Free dust kit wipes-ask additional

· CME

· Relation to MCH 

· CDBC; neighborhood shipyard-boatyard, sanding contributing to spreading lead 

· Made part of continuing education for all physicians

· Home improvement stores-Walmart, Lowes, Home Depot 

Threats

· Lead is a complex issue and it is tough to form surrounding consistent messages. 

· A lot of competing health messages (immunization, obesity, etc) exist.  

· Funds will most likely be reduced in the future – unstable funding from LPPF.  

· HUD funding for CAP agencies is not guaranteed after 2010.

· Likely increased renovations being done because of economy (this could also be an opportunity).

· Liability issues exist for landlords if they find out their property is contaminated.

· Landlords not wanting to identify the issues because of cost and responsibility to mitigate.

· Tenants are nervous about speaking up to their landlord for fear of displacement, retaliation and eviction.

· HMP staff time to dedicate to this project is very limited.

Sharon Leahy- Lind discussed the action plan framework. If anyone was interested in assisting with the development of the final SWOT and the draft Action Plan for the Lead Poisoning Prevention Outreach Program please let Sharon know. She will follow up with email for next steps.

Save the Dates:

Please see attached and updated York District Public Health Council  scheduled for 2009-2010.  Also, please reserve these dates in your calendars.
Actions:  
-Sharon, Sarah & Megan: Continue development of draft action plan for Lead Poisoning Prevention Outreach Program for York District.  
-Schedule Training with Kelly Morgan on developing more effective press releases for York District Partners 

Next Meeting:

Executive Committee Meeting

York District Public Health Council
Wednesday, July 15, 2009

Home Health Visiting Nurse

15 Industrial Park Rd., Saco

Directions: From Northbound or Southbound on the Maine Turnpike:

Take Exit 36 (formerly Exit 5) off of the Maine Turnpike (Saco, Old Orchard Beach).  Take the first exit (Industrial Park Road) after the tollbooth.  

At the end of the ramp at the light, turn left.  HomeHealth is the forth building ahead on the left. 

Park in lower lot and enter through main front doors to the reception desk.  
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