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Description:  Records the sequencing of systemic therapy and surgical procedures given as part of the 

first course of treatment. 

 

Instructions for Coding (See FORDS Revised for 2012, p. 277): 

 

 Systemic/Surgery Sequence is to be used for patients diagnosed on or after January 1, 2006. 

 

 Code the administration of systemic therapy in sequence with the first surgery performed, 

described in the item Date of First Surgical Procedure (NAACCR Item #1200). 

 

 If none of the following surgical procedures was performed: Surgical Procedure of Primary Site 

(NAACCR Item #1290), Scope of Regional Lymph Node Surgery (NAACCR Item #1292), 

Surgical Procedure/Other Site (NAACCR Item #1294), then this item should be coded 0. 

 

 If the patient received both systemic therapy and any one or a combination of the following 

surgical procedures: Surgical Procedure of Primary Site (NAACCR Item #1290), Scope of 

Regional Lymph Node Surgery (NAACCR Item #1292), or Surgical Procedure/Other Site 

(NAACCR Item #1294), then code this item 2–9, as appropriate. 

 

 If multiple first course treatment episodes were given such that both codes 4 and 7 seem to apply, 

use the code that defines the first sequence that applies. 

 

 

Code Label Definition 

 

0 

 

No systemic therapy 

and/or surgical 

procedures 

 

No systemic therapy was given; and/or no surgical procedure of 

primary site; no scope of regional lymph node surgery; no surgery 

to other regional site(s), distant site(s), or distant lymph node(s); or 

no reconstructive surgery was performed. It is unknown whether 

both surgery and systemic treatment were provided. 

 

 

2 

 

Systemic therapy 

before surgery 

 

Systemic therapy was given before surgical procedure of primary 

site; scope of regional lymph node surgery; surgery to other 

regional site(s), distant site(s), or distant lymph node(s) was 

performed. 

 

 

3 

 

Systemic therapy 

after surgery 

 

Systemic therapy was given after surgical procedure of primary 

site; scope of regional lymph node surgery; surgery to other 

regional site(s), distant site(s), or distant lymph node(s) was 

performed. 
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Code Label Definition 

 

4 

 

Systemic therapy 

both before and after 

surgery 

 

At least two courses of systemic therapy were given, at least one 

before and at least one more after a surgical procedure of primary 

site, scope of regional lymph node surgery, surgery to other 

regional site(s), distant site(s), or distant lymph node(s) was 

performed. 

 

 

5 

 

Intraoperative 

systemic therapy 

 

Intraoperative systemic therapy was given during surgical 

procedure of primary site; scope of regional lymph node surgery; 

surgery to other regional site(s), distant site(s), or distant lymph 

node(s). 

 

 

6 

 

Intraoperative 

systemic therapy with 

other therapy 

administered before 

or after surgery 

 

Intraoperative systemic therapy was given during surgical 

procedure of primary site; scope of regional lymph node surgery; 

surgery to other regional site(s), distant site(s), or distant lymph 

node(s) with other systemic therapy administered before or after 

surgical procedure of primary site; scope of regional lymph node 

surgery; surgery to other regional site(s), distant site(s), or distant 

lymph node(s) was performed. 

 

 

7 

 

Surgery both before 

and after systemic 

therapy 

 

Systemic therapy was administered between two separate surgical 

procedures to the primary site; regional lymph nodes; surgery to 

other regional site(s), distant site(s), or distant lymph node(s). 

 

 

9 

 

Sequence unknown 

 

Both surgery and systemic therapy were provided, but the 

sequence is unknown. 

 

 


