Summary of Chapter 111, LD 138, 125th Maine State Legislature
An Act to Allow a Nonresident to Perform a Single Marriage Ceremony

Effective September 28, 2011
Chapter 111 corrects terminology in statute to reflect defined and current use of terminology regarding marriage licenses versus a marriage certificate.  A marriage license is what the couple is issued prior to their marriage.  A marriage certificate is the document that has been completed after the marriage ceremony, returned to the issuing municipal clerk, and is filed by the clerk signing the record and recording the file date.  The marriage license becomes a marriage certificate once the municipal clerk has signed the marriage record and completed the date of filing.

Chapter 111 allows nonresidents to perform marriages in Maine upon completion of the application form created by Office of Data, Research and Vital Statistics (ODRVS) for this purpose.  The nonresident applicants must submit the completed application, a $100.00 processing fee, a copy of a valid commission or other indicia of authority to perform marriage ceremonies in the individual’s state of residence as proof of existence of authority; and a copy of the other state’s statute that grants the individual authority to solemnize marriages in that state.
Once the application is reviewed as complete, ODRVS issues a certificate of solemnization that authorizes the nonresident to perform the marriage ceremony for the couple listed on the application.  No other ceremony can be performed on that certificate of solemnization.  The Certificate of Solemnization must be returned to the municipal clerk of issuance of the marriage license along with the completed marriage license by the nonresident Officiant.

The municipal clerk of issuance must mail the Certificate of Solemnization to ODRVS along with the Original State marriage certificate.

ODRVS will track the issuance of all Certificates of Solemnization and compare the names on marriage certificates to ensure there is compliance with the nonresident officiant performing the single marriage ceremony for the couple they applied and received a certificate for.

