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Instructions for Filing Delayed Birth Registration

Important:

Before applying for a delayed birth registration, contact the Office of Vital Records to be sure that there is no certificate of birth already on file.

Who May Apply:

Any person born in Maine, whose birth was not previously recorded, may apply for a delayed birth registration.  (For individuals who are seven years or younger requiring an original birth certificate, they must apply for a late filing of a birth record, not a delayed birth registration.  Delayed birth registration is only for individuals who do not have an original birth certificate and are eight years old or older.) 
How to Apply:

Step 1.  File an application:  Complete the Delayed Birth Registration form (Form VS-60) and return it to the Office of Vital Records.  Complete the form carefully; this will be the permanent record of birth.

Step 2.  Prove the facts of birth:  Facts of birth include proof of name, birth date, and birthplace.  The value of a delayed birth registration is determined by the quality of the evidence on which it is based.  Therefore, it is important that the very best evidence available is used.  Written official documents made at or near the time of birth offer the best proof of the facts of birth.  Include as many documents as possible.

Documents/records which may be used as Proof of Facts of Birth

1. Record made by the practitioner at the time of birth

2. Hospital birth record

3. Baptismal or Cradle Roll certificate

4. Oldest available school record

5. Record from U.S. Bureau of Census

6. Selective Service or Military Service record

7. Institutional records

8. Marriage record – certified copy

9. Application for insurance or insurance policy

10. Voting registration – certified copy

11. A court record

12. A family Bible record which shows all necessary information
13. A birth certificate of the applicant’s child – certified copy

14. A newspaper announcement of the applicant’s birth

15. Affidavit of personal knowledge (only one affidavit of personal knowledge may be used.  The person making oat must state his or her own age and the reason for knowing birth date, birthplace, and parentage), and must be at least five years older than applicant.

The minimum number of documents which must be provided for a delayed birth registration in Maine depends on the applicant’s age, and are as follows:

A. Ages 8 – 14 years:  The facts of birth must be supported by at least two documents from the list above.  Only one affidavit of personal knowledge may be used.

B. Ages 15 years and over:

a. The date of birth must be supported by at least three documents.  Only one of these may be an affidavit of personal knowledge with the person on the affidavit at least five years older than the applicant.

b. The place of birth must be supported by at least three documents, only one of which may be an affidavit of personal knowledge.

c. The facts of parentage must be supported by at least one document.

Requirements for an Acceptable Document used as Evidence:

1) Any document submitted as evidence for filing a delayed birth registration must clearly show at least one of the three facts (proof of name, birth date, and birthplace) required for the delayed birth registration.

2) All documents submitted as evidence for filing a delayed birth registration must be in agreement with the facts which they are intended to establish.

3) All documents submitted, except the affidavit of personal knowledge, must be at least five years old, or must be copies of records which were made at least five years prior to the date of filing the delayed birth registration.

4) Each document should be (a) the original record itself, or (b) a photocopy of the original, or (c) a written statement of the exact content of the original.

5) A photocopy of a record or a written statement must be personally signed and certified as a true copy or abstract of the original record by the person who is the official custodian of the record.

6) Each document must show: (a) the name of the organization or agency which has custody of the record, (b) the date when the original record was made, and (c) the date the record was copied.  There should be no erasures on the document.
7) Any document which shows more than one of the facts required for the delayed birth registration may be counted as one document for each of the facts which it shows.  In other words, if a document shows both the birth date and birthplace of the applicant, it counts as one document for birth date and one document for birthplace.

8) A document which shows the age of the registrant at the time the document was made is acceptable as evidence of birthplace if it is consistent with other evidence submitted to establish the birthplace.

9) An affidavit of personal knowledge must be from an older relative or person with personal knowledge of the fact of birth and signed in front of a notary or other official qualified to take oaths.

10)  Delayed birth registration may not be filed for a person who is deceased.

11)  Names must be spelled exactly alike on all documents and given in the same order as shown on application to be accepted as evidence.

Where to File:

The application to file a delayed birth registration should be completed in accordance with the instructions given and forwarded to the Office of Vital Records at the address on the registration form.  Town or city clerks would be happy to help to prepare the form and assemble the necessary evidence.
There is a fee for processing the delayed birth registration, which includes a certified copy.

Check should be made payable to: Treasurer, State of Maine
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           Office of Vital Records                      


11 State House Station                                 (207) 287-3181


244 Water Street                                  Fax: (207) 287-1093               


   Augusta, Maine 04333-0011             TTY: 1-800-606-0215   
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