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News

· Highlights of February 8 DCC Meeting: 
· Dale Hamilton, the Executive Director of Community Health and Counseling Services, was our speaker and he provided us some background on the service delivery of mental health services in the past and the new integrative approach, recognizing mental/behavioral health services as a specialty service in the health system (e.g., if you had a heart disease/condition, you would call in a cardiologist or heart specialist).
· We reviewed the final draft report of our District Public Health Improvement Plan report, and after discussion, the report and strategies were approved.
· The final hour was dedicated to a discussion on how the DCC moves forward with the plan. The steering committee will discern all the suggestions and come up with a plan, which includes our work teams, for our April meeting.
Events

· DCC Meetings: the co-chairs and steering committee calls during February and March will plan the agenda for our April meeting. The April meeting was scheduled for Tuesday April 6 but it needed to be changed to Thursday April 14, from 9:00am – 1:00pm. Please mark your calendars for that change.
· Quality Counts Conference: conference with presentations and break out sessions that provide high level thinking about health care systems, health care reform, and how the clinical care and public health systems are working together (see QualityCounts attachmnet) for specific topics: to rotate the document, click View, then Rotate Clockwise). Quality Counts’ staff hopes that more stakeholders from the eastern part of the state like our district can participate.

· Emergency Management Annual Conference: the annual conference with plenty of interesting break out sessions will be held on April 28 and 29 in Augusta. This is open to all partners and more information can be found at http://www.maine.gov/mema/prepare/conference/index.shtml .

Research Connections

· Foodborne Disease in 2011: a New England Journal of Medicine review investigating the content of media stories on foodborne outbreaks and what the data really tell us (see  NEJM_foodborne attachment).

· Shingles—you can get it more than once: a Wall Street Journal article providing background on this disease and potential long term health effects, as well as some discussion on vaccine protection (see WSJ_Shingles attachment) [Comment==a few weeks ago, I saw a sign at one of the local pharmacies that had the following:  “Shingles” available, which after a double-look, I realized they meant a shingles vaccine was available].

Public Health Update for February 17, 2011 (see Public-Health-Update Attachment)

· Topics:

· Vaccine Preventable diseases: Recommended Immunization Schedule for Children; Tetanus-Pertussis vaccination strategies.

· Seasonal Influenza update: influenza is showing up across Maine with outbreaks in one long-term care facility and six schools.

· New Publication: HIV Screening and Access to Care.

· Health Data and updates on Healthy Maine 2010.

