MEETING MINUTES

Sagadahoc County

Local Health Officers

June 23, 2011

ATTENDEES: Scott Davis, LHO-Bath; Jane Whittaker, LHO-Georgetown; Brian Morse, LHO-Richmond; Tom Lister, LHO-Topsham; Patsy Norton, LHO-West Bath; Paul Dumdey, LHO-Woolwich; Norma Dreyfus, Wiscasset; Judy Gopaul, CDC LHO Liaison; Hugh Tilson, County Health Officer; Misty Green, County EMA Director

NON-ATTENDEES: Pauline McLuer, LHO-Arrowsic (excused); David Barnes, LHO-Phippsburg

Announcements & Discussions:  Hugh called the meeting to order at 8:30 and announced that all of the County LHOs but two were present.  Members introduced themselves for the benefit of guest Judy Gopaul. 

Hugh invited the Health Officers to a brunch at his residence on July 25 at 11:00 for a book signing by the editors of Essentials of Public Health Management.  The chapter on “Starting a Board of Health in the 21st Century” was co-authored by Hugh Tilson, Marla Davis and Stephen Trockman.

Paul gave a brief description of a case in which the Rod & Gun Club in North Bath has been shooting lead shot into the Kennebec River.  Due to the possibility of lead poisoning from the shots, he has contacted the gun club and the Departments of IFW, DEP and EPA in an unsuccessful attempt to stop the practice of shooting lead shot into the water.   Becky was tasked to do a quick evidence research on effects of lead in water and report back at a later meeting.

Scott spoke on the City of Bath’s ordinance for a six-month moratorium on the installation of Smart Meters in the City by Central Maine Power Co. due to claims that the meters may interfere with wireless internet and medical equipment and that the radio signals may cause health problems.  CMP has 30 days from final passage of the ordinance in which to file a legal challenge.  The LHOs considered and discussed the legal complications and scientific health concerns of the situation. 

Scott also spoke on the inspection process of carnivals operating in the State, in particular electrical and food service operations.  He said the carnival electrical systems are inspected as soon as they enter the state at the spring and there are other inspections throughout the season.  As Tom is a new LHO and will be needing orientation on the matter prior to the Topsham Fair, he will be joining Scott in his local inspections in Bath during Heritage Days.

There was a discussion on the sale of fireworks being legal in Maine and the possibility of personal injuries.  Becky asked anyone interested to assist her in writing an article for fireworks safety for publication in the Coastal Journal.

Continuing Business:  Misty described the new Sagadahoc County prescription discount cards being distributed by the EMA office and she passed out a supply of the cards and the Q & A sheets to each LHO present.  The cards are available to all County residents and can be used in any participating pharmacy.  The savings can be as much as 24% off the regular price for a prescription.  Anyone wanting a card can call the EMA office at 443-8211 or email sagema@sagcounty.com.   The cards and information can also be printed off the EMA website.  

Misty also said that there will be a full scale mass evacuation exercise in September at The Highlands in Topsham.

Becky distributed pamphlets and posters for the information kiosks.  Poster topics include “Rip Currents”, “The Beach is Not Your Bathroom” and “Use Your Head-Pump It; Don’t Dump It”.  The LHOs agreed to explore the possibility of ensuring a bulletin board in each town hall, and to hang the posters. 

New Business:  Judy Gopaul spoke about ongoing activities with the CDC and training for LHOs.  She spoke on the State’s moratoriums and freezes and Hugh said he is concerned about their effect on public health.  Becky asked Judy what the LHOs can do to help make her case stronger and Hugh said we can advocate for her. 

Hugh announced that Jennifer Gunderman-King has stepped down from her position at the CDC and Judy said that because the position is a vital job it will be filled, although she doesn’t know when.  Judy also praised the LHO’s job description that Jennifer created from Becky’s original job description, which she developed at the request of the Town of Bowdoinham.

Plans are already in the works for the fall flu immunization program.  Avenal Payne at CHANS is leading the effort and will be scheduling clinics.  Anyone who would like to schedule a clinic should call Avenal to set up a date.

Becky said ACCESS Health has a new logo and will have a kick-off meeting at the September 9th Board of Health meeting.  Hugh invited the Local Health Officers to attend the BOH meeting.  It was decided that the September 8th LHO meeting will be cancelled so that the LHOs can attend the Friday, September 9th BOH meeting instead.  There will be a short business meeting at 8:00 AM prior to the joint BOH/ACCESS meeting.

Misty said there will be another nation-wide medication collection in October which Sagadahoc County will participate in.  There is no firm date yet.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:00.

NEXT MEETING:   Friday, September 9, 2011 --  8:00 AM business meeting followed by joint meeting 


     with the Board of Health/ACCESS Health


     Location:  County Court House 3rd Floor Jury Room
Future Meetings:    November 3, 2011; January 5, 2012; March 1, 2012; May 3, 2012; June 28, 2012 


     (early due to 4th of July); September 6, 2012; November 1, 2012

     
Respectfully submitted,

Diana Barter
