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Vaccine Refrigerator Setup

Remove all drawers 
and bins.

Vaccines should not be 
stored in refrigerator 
doors, drawers, or bins. 

Set the refrigerator temperature.

If the refrigerator has a thermo-
stat, set it for 40ºF.

If it has a dial with a range of 
numbers, set it to slightly warmer 
than the middle of its range.

The next morning, check the 
temperature and adjust it until it 
stabilizes at approximately 40ºF.

Once the temperature has 
stabilized, record it on the 
temperature log.

Record CURRENT, MIN,
and MAX temperatures 
twice a day.

Do not store vaccines in the 
refrigerator until the 
temperature is stable at 
around 40ºF for 3–5 days.

Use a calibrated thermometer to 
ensure accurate temperatures. 
The thermometer must have a 
glycol-encased probe. The 
digital monitor must display 
CURRENT, MIN, and MAX 
temperatures.

Place the probe in the 
center of the refrigerator, 
near the vaccines.

Attach the monitor to the 
outside of the refrigerator, 
either on the door or on 
the side.

Put a few water bottles in 
areas where vaccines will 
not be stored. 

Plug in the refrigerator.
Secure with plug guard/cover. 
Post  “Do Not Unplug” sign.
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Refrigerator  Temperature Log Month/Year
(Days 1-15)
Refrigerator location

Sta� Initials

Day of Month

Time

Fº
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Record CURRENT, MIN, and MAX temperatures twice a day. Complete steps 1–4.

Write your initials and the time of day.Step 1

Step 2

Step 4

1

Press the MEMORY CLEAR button on the thermometer every time you �nish logging temperatures.
If you press the MODE button by mistake, LO and HI will display. Press it again to see MIN and MAX.
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DANGER Zone 1
Too cold! Go to Step 3!

DANGER Zone 2
Too warm! Go to step 3!

These temperatures are OK. Go to step 4.
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Read the thermometer display. (See example at bottom right.) Write the temperatures below.
• Circle all temperatures that are in DANGER. (See zones below.) Then go to step 3.
• If ALL temperatures are OK, go to step 4.

 At the end of the month �le this log and keep it for 3 years.

Document the date and actions you take:

If you ever see temps in Danger Zone 1 (below 35ºF), even for a short time:
• Put a “Do Not Use Vaccine” sign on the refrigerator.
•  Alert your supervisor immediately and call the VFC Call Center (1-877-243-8832).

If temperatures are in Danger Zone 2 (above 46ºF):
•  Alert your supervisor immediately.
•  Do not adjust the thermostat. Press the MEMORY CLEAR button. Check the temps again, 

in 1 hour.  If temps are still in DANGER Zone 2, call the VFC Call Center (1-877-243-8832).

Step 3
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