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Maine Immunization Program
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TO: Maine Immunization Providers

FROM: Maine Immunization Program

SUBJECT: Storage and Handling Equipment Assessment

DATE: November 7, 2012

The Federal Centers for Disease Control (CDC) is developing processes which will improve the way providers store and handle vaccines. In an effort to reach this goal, they have provided interim guidance on appropriate vaccine storage and handling practices. The provided interim guidance will result in changes to recommendations previously issued by the CDC. 

The Maine Immunization Program (MIP) would like to ensure that our providers will be able to easily implement these changes in their facilities when the need arises. The CDC is currently evaluating the most efficient and cost effective methods to phase these recommendations in and more guidance will be forth coming in the next few months.

 In order for  MIP  to assess our providers needs, we need to know what practices currently have in place for storage and handling and we have created a survey to collect this information. We strongly encourage you to take the survey. The survey has 30 questions and should take about 15 minutes to complete. We ask that you please answer every question as accurately as possible. We are requesting that you complete the Survey by November 23rd, 2012.

Please click on this link to begin the survey  https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/VSAHEA  OR type it into your web browser.

For further clarifications or assistance with the survey please contact Tola Kalejaiye or Terri Nickerson at 287-3746 or 1-800-867-4775.

Thank you for your support .
Sincerely,
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Tonya Philbrick, BS, NCMA 

Director, Maine Immunization Program 
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