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TO:             Maine Immunization Providers 
FROM:       Maine Immunization Program 
SUBJECT:  Updated Recommendation for use of quadrivalent meningococcal conjugate vaccine (MCV4) 
DATE:        March 14, 2011

Recently, updated recommendations from the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) were published in the Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report.  The recommendations are:
1)  booster doses of MCV4 for healthy adolescents 16 through 18 years of age; and

2)  a 2-dose schedule for persons 2 through 55 years of age who have persistent complement deficiency, HIV infection or are asplenic.
Please refer to the following table for detailed guidelines:

	Summary of meningococcal conjugate vaccine recommendations, by risk group --- ACIP, 2010 

	Risk group
	Primary series
	 Booster dose (minimal 8 weeks interval)

	Persons aged 11 through 18 years
	1 dose, preferably at age 11 or 12 years
	 At age 16 years if primary dose at age 11 or       12 years

	
	
	 At age 16 through 18 years if primary dose     at age 13 through 15 years

	
	
	 No booster needed if primary dose on or after age 16 years

	HIV-infected persons in this age group
	2 doses, 2 months apart
	 At age 16 years if primary dose at age 11 or   12 years

	
	
	 At age 16 through 18 years if primary dose at age 13 through 15 years

	
	
	 No booster needed if primary dose on or after age 16 years

	Persons aged 2 through 55 years with persistent complement component deficiency* or functional or anatomical asplenia
	2 doses, 2 months apart
	 Every 5 years

	
	
	 At the earliest opportunity if a 1-dose primary series administered, then every 5 years

	
	
	 Persons aged 7 years or older: after 5 years§

	Abbreviation: HIV = human immunodeficiency virus.
* Such as C5--C9, properidin, or factor D. 

† Microbiologists routinely working with Neisseria meningitidis and travelers to or residents of countries where meningococcal disease is hyperendemic or epidemic.

§ If the person remains at increased risk.


The MIP has been supplying (MCV4) for the federal vaccine for children program (VFC) qualified children in the past several years and encourages providers to follow the updated  recommendations.  The MIP asks providers to keep administering state-supplied MCV4  to qualified children and privately-purchased MCV4 to non-qualified children.  Due to funding restrains MIP is not able to provide MCV4 for age 18 years and older, but would like providers to be aware of these updated recommendations.  

To view all the updates to the ACIP schedule please go to 

www.cdc.gov/vaccines/recs/schedules/child-schedule.htm 

To view the ACIP recommendations please go to:

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6003a3.htm?s_cid=mm6003a3_e
If you have questions, please call the Maine Immunization Program at 287-3746 or 1-800- 867-4775. 
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