

Maine Immunization Program
Statement of Policy 

Title of Policy: Emergency Storage and Handling Plan 		Policy Number: M6-10

Effective Date: January 1st,  2013			      		 

Purpose: This policy outlines the requirement for emergency vaccine storage and handling plans.
 
· As of January 1st, 2013 all Maine Immunization Providers are required to post their emergency storage and handling plan for publicly purchased that they receive from the Maine Immunization Program. 

· It is strongly recommended that this plan be posted near where you store your public vaccine. 

· All provider staff should have some working knowledge of how the emergency storage and handling plan should be implemented. 

· The emergency vaccine storage and handling plan will be reviewed by a staff member of the Maine Immunization Program during any VFC compliance visit, enrollment visit, unannounced storage and handling visit or Assessment, Feedback, Incentive and exchange (AFIX) visit. 

References:  
Vaccine Storage and Handling Toolkit, Centers for Disease and Control and Prevention, National Center for Immunization and Respiratory Disease. 
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/recs/storage/toolkit/default.htm

Vaccines for Children Operations Centers for Disease and Control and Prevention, National Center for Immunization and Respiratory Disease. 
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/vfc/awardees/op-guide.html


Maine Immunization Program Policies 
http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/infectious-disease/immunization/program-policies/index.html
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