

Maine Immunization Program
Statement of Policy 

Title of Policy: Use of Dormitory style refrigerators 				Policy Number: M 3 – 8

Effective Date: January 1st, 2013			      		 

Purpose: This policy outlines which types of storage units are acceptable for storage of vaccines that are purchased with federal funds. These funds are made available to the state of Maine through the program known as Vaccine for Children (VFC).  
· As of January 1st, 2013 it is no longer acceptable to store any vaccine received by the VFC program in a dormitory style vaccine storage unit. 
· A dormitory style unit is a small combination freezer/refrigerator unit with one external door and an evaporator plate (cooling coil), which is usually located inside an icemaker compartment (freezer) within the refrigerator. 
· The 2009 National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) research concluded that “the dorm-style refrigerator is NOT recommended for vaccine storage under any circumstance.” In performance testing, the dormitory style refrigerator demonstrated consistently unacceptable performance, regardless of where the vaccine was placed inside the unit. This type of unit exhibited severe temperature control and stability issues. Large spatial temperature gradients confirmed that there is no “good” vaccine storage area in this style unit. 
· Dormitory style (or bar-style) units pose a significant risk of freezing vaccine even when used for temporary storage. 
· See examples below:

Unacceptable ↓Freezer tray


[image: spin_prod_696126701]                                                 [image: imagesCA6C20C2] Unacceptable ↓Freezer tray 
 Not Acceptable for storage of VFC vaccine 

· Under counter refrigerator or freezer units that do not have a freezer compartment within the refrigerator unit or have completely separate external door are still acceptable to store VFC vaccine.  

Acceptable for storage of VFC vaccine 
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References:  

Vaccine Storage and Handling Toolkit, Centers for Disease and Control and Prevention, National Center for Immunization and Respiratory disease. Page 29

http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/recs/storage/toolkit/default.htm

Maine Immunization Program Policies 
http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/infectious-disease/immunization/program-policies/index.html
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