[bookmark: _GoBack]

Maine Immunization Program
Statement of Policy 

Title of Policy:  Required Number of days of temperature logs 	Policy Number: M6-12

Effective Date: January 1st,  2013			       

Purpose: The purpose of this policy is to clarify how many days of temperatures need to be submitted before Vaccine for Children (VFC) vaccine can be shipped to any Maine Immunization Provider. 

· As of January 1st, 2013 any facility that wishes to receive and store (VFC) vaccine must submit one week (7 days) of twice daily refrigerator and freezer temperature recordings, including minimum/maximum temperatures daily to make sure that temperatures are within the appropriate ranges before using the units to store VFC vaccines. 

· All temperature logs must be entered into the Immpact (IIS) system before you can submit an order for VFC vaccine. 

· In the event of any temperature excursion, MIP providers must submit another (7) seven days of twice daily refrigerator and freezer temperature recordings before they will be allowed to order any VFC vaccine. 

· A temp excursion is anytime the vaccine is stored at a temperature that is outside of the range of 35°F and 46°F (2°C and 8°C) for refrigerated vaccine (MMR, DTaP, Tdap, IPV, PCV, Hep B , Hep A,  influenza, RV and  Hib) or 
-58°F and +5°F (-50°C and -15°C) for freezer vaccine (Varicella, MMR-V and Zoster) 

References:  
Vaccine Storage and Handling Toolkit, Centers for Disease and Control and Prevention, National Center for Immunization and Respiratory disease. Page 29
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/recs/storage/toolkit/default.htm

Vaccines for Children Operations Centers for Disease and Control and Prevention, National Center for Immunization and Respiratory Disease. 
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/vfc/awardees/op-guide.html

Maine Immunization Program Policies 
http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/infectious-disease/immunization/program-policies/index.html
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