
  

 
   

 TAKING A TOTAL COLIFORM BACTERIA TEST PROPERLY  
    

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

   

 

Many of the water samples which fail a total 
coliform bacteria test fail because of sampling error, 
not because the water is actually contaminated.  To 
ensure that this does not happen to you, follow these 
steps when taking a sample from your water system:

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ANY COMMENTS OR QUESTIONS? CALL THE MAINE DRINKING WATER PROGRAM (207) 287-2070.  
 


