BOARD OF LICENSURE OF WATER TREATMENT PLANT OPERATORS

September 16, 2010 Meeting

Members Present:





Others Present:

Trevor Hunt, Chairman, Bath Water Dist


Jessica Bishop, Clerk

David Bartlett, Assistant Chair



Kirsten Hebert, MRWA

Kerry Smart, Alfred Water Dist



Dan Wells

Chris Crovo, Portland Water Dist



Cindy Wade

Greg Kidd, Water Educator Rep.

Teresa Trott, DWP




Called to Order:  

The meeting was called to order at 9:11 A.M.

General Administration:

Approval of the August 19, 2010 and May 20, 2010 minutes, Chris Crovo motioned to approve the minutes and Kerry Smart 2nd the motion.   Board approves.  Passed

Financial Report:  The board just paid for April, May and June for 50% of Jessica’s salary.  They owe Well Driller’s money.  The Well Driller’s pay all of Jessica’s salary and the Board pays the Well Driller’s back.  They discussed changing the 90E account to 10A only to pay Jessica each week automatically.  Some board members felt that it should stay the way it is now.    

TCH Review:   Operators will soon be able to see what the board has on file for TCH’s.  A link will be placed on the website that will bring up a pdf file.  No names will be included.  Operators will need to know their OP number.  The operator can then scroll down to his or her number and know how many TCH’s the board currently has on file.  

Exams:   Exams will be administered on October 26, 2010 in Augusta – October 28, 2010 in Presque Isle.  Deadline September 4, 2010.

Old Business
SWOCS : It is working.    When training providers send in attendance sheets, those will be recorded into SWOCS to keep better track of TCH.  From there, a pdf file will be created and put online for operators to view current TCH’s on file with the board.  

Board member status:  Class III Operator seat is now vacant and some are up for reinstatement.  Kerry Smart, Chris Crovo, David Bartlett and Gregory Kidd are all up for re-appointment.

New Business

ABC will no longer carry direct entry exams.  October exams will be the last time that an operator can take a direct entry exam.   

Online exams will be researched; examinees could go and take the exams at designated sites on their schedule.  AMP is the only one that can handle exam administration.  

It is $1500 for ABC membership fees and they would send the board tests results from online testing.  It would be $36 for the exam to ABC and $59 for proctoring the exam.  Examinee would pay roughly $120 per exam.  

Greg has talked to ABC.  ABC will not enter into agreements without state approval.  

ABC Conference:  Chris Crovo makes a motion to send the certification officer to the ABC conference in Phoenix, Arizona on January the 25-28th using state not board funds because it’s federally funded.  Kerry 2nd the motion.  Board approves.  Passed.  

Capacity Development Training Reimbursement Fund goes directly to the provider.  They must ask for it in advance, to make sure there is money.  The provider will get money back based on attendance sheet.  Attendees do not need to have a license but need to be connected with a water system. 

Exam prep classes will be funded by ERG and open to all providers.  

The board discusses legislature matters with Paul Gauvreau, AAG, per phone conversation.  When the board goes to legislature, it should make a little cushion in the cap so not to have to go back as often.  The board could then change the fee as needed by rule.  The intent of the legislature was to cap the actual fee.  If the board was to hire an outside 3rd party, the MOU with the 3rd party would still require the fee to be under $70.  The board cannot go over that fee.  The board needs to ask the Committee to put an emergency enactor on the bill.  The bill would then go into effect when the Governor signs it- becomes law.  Then it would go into effect next summer instead of September.  Paul suggests finding a current supportive member of legislation for the bill.  A current member puts in during November.  A newly elected member has until December to put in.  The 1st regular session is the best time to put a bill in. The board may have a sub-committee to work on the statue changes.  However, when they meet must be open to the public.  The board cannot vote by e-mail.  All votes must be open to the public.  The board can work on draft language by e-mail but cannot come to a conclusion unless at a meeting open to the public.  

Greg Kidd makes a motion that the board moves forward to change the cap to meet the expected costs.  Kerry Smart 2nd the motion.  Board approves.  Passed.  

The board decides to ask David Welch to come to the next meeting and bring a budget that shows income vs expenses.   

2011 Board Meetings: Chris Crovo makes a motion to have meetings on the third Thursday of January, March, May, September and November.  Greg Kidd 2nd the motion.  Board approves.  Passed.  

News from associates

EPA – 

NEWWA –

MWUA – 

MRWA – 

WARN- 

JETCC – 

The Calendar of meetings and exams for 2010

Meetings:

October 21, 2010, Special Meeting to be held in Augusta.

Exams:

October 26, 2010 in Augusta – October 28, 2010 in Presque Isle

Deadline September 4, 2010
The meeting adjourned at 12:35 PM.  
Next Meeting:  October 21, 2010 in Augusta.  

