BOARD OF LICENSURE OF WATER TREATMENT PLANT OPERATORS

September 17, 2009 Meeting

Members Present:






Others Present:

Trevor Hunt, Chairman, Bath Water Dist


Daniel Wells, WUD

Daniel  Levasseur, VSWS                             

Cindy Wade, MRWA
Teresa Trott, DWP










Alan Frasier, Brunswick/Topsham Water Dist






David Bartlett, Sunday River

Called to Order:  

The meeting was called to order at 9:30 A.M.

General Administration:

Terry explained the statement “suspension service” regarding system responsibility.

Approval of the February 19, 2008 minutes, Alan Frasier motioned to approve the minutes and David Bartlett 2nd the motion.     Passed

Financial Report:  
The Board is in good standing, renewals are in and the exams are being requested.
A contract is needed for 2009 ABC exams.  


The ERG monies have to be spent by November 2009.  The accounting department has to transfer about $40,000 still to the 90E account. 
Operators Update: 
DWP Rules give 30 days to replace an operator.  The Board is concerned with the VSWS being without an operator for that length of time.

Operator Complaint:   A DWP compliance person has a complaint concerning a school in Houlton where the operator just left and gave no notice since February 2009.  The system has a mandatory chlorinator.   Terry will send the operator a letter of reprimand and check if this operator is working for another system.
TCH Review:   “Usage & storage of Pesticides – 4 TCHs.  A safety session at the Indian Reservation requested TCHs for “Confine space entry”  Terry will allow ½ of the class time.
Exams:   Exams will be administered in Augusta on the 23rd and in South Portland on the 25th.
Old Business
SWOCS : We’re gaining all the time.  There are still problems that come up.
Board member status:  Kerry Smart and Chris Crovo’s re-appointment comes in June.
Operator Issues:  Terry received a comment from a supervisor that one of his operators passed the test but could not open a hydrant.  
Some operators have education experience but no field experience.  That is the point of having the OIT class (Operator in training).
Policy review:  “Policy for Evaluating Experience”  2 changes were made – in wording.  ”. Trevor made a motion to accept amended policy and Terry 2nd the motion passed.   
“Policy for Accommodation:  This policy is DHHS requirements.  It will have to be approved by the operator’s supervisor for needing accommodation.   OIT will be added to form.  Policy was reviewed with changes made and a motion by David Bartlett was made to accept the changes, David Beaulieu 2nd the motion.  Passed  
New Business

The DWP will be regulating day cares and restaurants.  The process will be taking a year to bring everyone into compliance.  There will be a lot of changing in testing.
There will be 4 or 5 from the DWP retiring within a couple of months.

ABC - would not sign the contract that says Maine owns the test.

EPA – Commented on the Maine certification program being very good.
NEWWA – Their certificate program is working well for treatment and distribution.

MWUA – Doing very well for courses in the future.

MRWA – Doing a lot of good training with relevant courses.  They are notifying through email instead sending flyers out.  

JETCC – Not send as many flyers.  That saves money on mailings.

Terry went to a JETCC Board meeting and they are offering an Officer Candidate School for possible manager’s skills with Scholarships to help fund these programs.  
David Bartlett will check with the wastewater meeting dates to coincide with the Water Operators Board meeting.  

Next meeting in September in Sunday River Newry ME.
The Calendar of meetings and exams for 2009.

Meetings:


February 19, 2009 – Topsham Water District


May 21, 2009 – Augusta

September 24, 2009 – Location near Me WWCA meeting. 

November 20, 2009 - Augusta
Exams:


June 23, 2009 in Augusta – June 25, 2009 in  South Portland
Deadline May 2, 2009
October 27, 2009 in Augusta – October 29, 2009 in Presque Isle

Deadline September 5, 2009
The meeting adjourned at 12:20 P.M.
Next Meeting:  September , 2009 Sunday River, Newry ME
