BOARD OF LICENSURE OF WATER TREATMENT PLANT OPERATORS

February 19, 2009 Meeting

Members Present:






Others Present:

Trevor Hunt, Chairman, Bath Water Dist



Carol Champagne
Chris Crovo, Portland Water Dist




Board Clerk

David Beaulieu, Aqua America





Teresa Trott, DWP






Allan Frasier, Brunswick/Topsham Water Dist
Kerry Smart, Alfred Water Dist

Gregg Kidd, Educator

Called to Order:  

The meeting was called to order at 9:20 A.M.

General Administration:

Approval of the November 20, 2008 minutes, Kerry Smart motioned to approve the minutes and Chris Crovo 2nd the motion.     Passed


The Board officers were up for re-appointment and the members motioned to keep the Board as is.  All agreed. 
Financial Report:  The Board has been paying the Well Driller’s Commission quarterly for their part of the clerical staff. 

Financial services of DHHS has not yet reimbursed the Board for the ERG training grant.  The total was $81,115, so far $44,815 has been repaid and the balance is approximately $36,300.
Operators Update: 20 Systems are still without an operator some are having a difficult time finding operators and others need to send in their DO form.  Most of them are VSWS systems.   
There are still 119 operators that have not renewed yet.  

System Responsibility Problem:  When a system puts an operator in suspension service they need to notify the DWP immediately.  Some systems will contact Terry in advance.
TCH Review:   “Relevancy” has been accepted and not so many reviews have come in for review.
Exams:   When a person needs to have the exam read to them they must let the proctors know in advance so accommodations may be made.
Applications have been updated with no SS#  on them.  From now on operators will be using the last 5 digits of their ID number and the last 4 digits of their SS number.  Operators will have to remember their license numbers.  Sample :  OP01111 you will use the 01111 plus the last 4 digits of their SS#.  
Experience:  EJP Training.  In reviewing the amount of experience (6 months – OIT).  After 1 year of working at EJP the operators will get 6 months more experience for full licenses. 
Old Business
SWOCS : We are still in the process of getting the program to do what we need it to do.  It’s slow but, we are still working at it.  We are trying to stay optimistic about the change.
Board member status:  Kerry Smart and Chris Crovo’s re-appointment comes in June.
Policy Review:  The Board members will review Operator classification general requirements experience clarification policy and make notes to be reviewed at the next meeting. Discussion was also brought up concerning TCH credit for authoring published articles and instructing classes. 
“Policy for Awarding TCHs for Instructors and Authors”  Alan motion to accept the policy and David 2nd the motion passed.

“Policy for Evaluating Experience to Qualify for Level of Operator License” Terry will make changes and the Board will review at the next meeting.
New Business

Greg Kidd reported on his trip to the ABC annual conference held this year in California.  
a) Alaska has developed a program that tracks everything to do with their water operators.

b) Some states have mandatory training before they take the exam.
c) Some training is above Maine’s level.

d) Web training is going to be the way to go in the future.

e) North Carolina’s pay is around $54,000 and other states are at $32,000.  And, they have a hard time finding operators.

The Calendar of meetings and exams for 2009.

Meetings:


February 19, 2009 – Topsham Water District


May 21, 2009 – Augusta

September 24, 2009 – Location near Me WWCA meeting. 

November 20, 2009 - Augusta
Exams:

March 24, 2009 in Augusta - March 26, 2009 in Bangor Deadline February 7, 2009

June 23, 2009 in Augusta – June 25, 2009 in Portland
Deadline May 2, 2009
October 27, 2009 in Augusta – October 29, 2009 in Presque Isle

Deadline September 5, 2009
The meeting adjourned at 12:35 P.M.
Next Meeting:  May 21, 2009 at Augusta, Greater Augusta Utilities District WWTP-Jackson Ave. 
