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Headline

State and local health organizations are reaching out to local landlords and property owners, asking them to help prevent childhood lead poisoning in location/community. According to the Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention (MeCDC), half of all children poisoned by lead in Maine or xx percent of children poisoned by lead in location/community live in rental housing. This makes landlords major players in the effort to protect children from the damaging effects of lead exposure.
In homes, including rental apartments, lead dust is the most common way children are poisoned by lead in Maine. Lead dust comes from lead paint that was used in most homes built before 1950, and sometimes in those built between 1951 and 1978. As leaded paint gets old and breaks down, lead dust can build up on window sills and floors. Lead dust also comes from repairs and renovations--activities that disturb lead paint can make lead dust.

Lead dust can remain in homes for a long time, collecting on surfaces where children put their hands and toys. Then, when children put their hands and toys in their mouths they ingest lead dust. When lead is absorbed into the body it can cause learning disabilities, behavior problems, hearing damage, language or speech delays and lower intelligence.

 “We want landlords to know that keeping lead dust out of their properties through some simple, routine maintenance is not only the right thing to do, but it is also a smart business move,” says name of person in your organization.
Compare the costs of routine maintenance to the costs associated with abatement procedures required if a child who lives in rental housing has high levels of lead in their body. Routine maintenance of lead paint in a rental unit is a minor investment of time, elbow grease and painting and cleaning supplies. 
In contrast, when a child in rental housing gets lead poisoning, the law requires certified inspectors to examine all units within the property. If inspectors find lead hazards they report it to the state government and post a notice on the building. The owner cannot evict the tenants or rent the unit to anyone else. The owner may have to relocate the family during the abatement, at the owner’s expense. These costs are in addition to the cost of abatement which is about $10,000 per unit. But if inspectors find a well-maintained unit with no lead hazards, such as chipping and peeling paint, owners can avoid abatement and its consequences.
Proper, routine maintenance has other benefits. Landlords who manage lead paint can gain marketing edge.  “Advertising vacancies as lead-safe shows that a landlord is mindful of safety issues. And by definition, a unit that is lead-safe is well-maintained, enhancing its overall appeal to prospective tenants,” says name of person in your organization. As soon as this fall, Landlords will be able to register their units on a Lead-Safe Housing Registry. The Maine Department of Environmental Protection will maintain the database as a way for people to search for lead-safe housing.

This is good news for landlords who may be looking for a way to capitalize on the new Renovation, Repair and Painting (RRP) regulation from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The regulation requires an RRP certified contractor to perform any work that disturbs more than six square feet of paint inside, or 20 square feet outside, homes or facilities occupied by children and that were built before 1978. Landlords who work on their own units need the certification. Certified contractors and landlords are trained in lead-safe work practices and know how to maintain and repair buildings to protect residents and themselves from lead.
Name of organization has some suggestions for landlords who are ready to manage the lead paint in their properties.
1. Paint in good repair is generally safe. But lead paint can turn into lead dust from normal wear.

2. Proper maintenance, cleaning and lead dust testing can help prevent a lead hazard.

3. Take a class to become RRP certified or to better understand lead-safe work methods. Go to www.maine.gov/dep/rwm/lead to find a class near you.

And when it comes to maintenance, name of organization recommends taking advantage of unit turnover. An empty unit means easy access and no one to expose to lead dust created during maintenance. Further, landlords can do a thorough cleanup following any work. Proper maintenance of lead paint includes the following four steps:
1. Look for peeling and chipping paint every six months.

2. Carefully repair all damaged paint surfaces or potentially hazardous areas.

3. Identify and address any underlying problems, such as moisture or water damage.

4. Thoroughly clean the unit to remove any lead dust from repairs.

“Getting the lead out of rental units is clearly in the best interests of landlords,” concludes name of person in your org, “and it only takes a few simple steps—a small price for a big return.”

MeCDC has tipsheets for landlords about maintenance, cleaning and lead dust testing best practices. Visit www.maine.gov/healthyhomes.
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Headline

What if someone told you there were four easy steps you could take during unit turnover to protect the health of your tenants, increase your marketing edge and reduce your liability?  When it comes to lead in your units, it’s true. There are simple maintenance practices that you can easily do to help prevent lead poisoning, make your property stand out and protect yourself from legal trouble resulting from lead poisonings.  

Half of all children poisoned by lead in Maine or xx percent of children poisoned by lead in location/community. By far, lead dust is the most common way children are poisoned by lead. Lead dust comes from lead paint that was used in most homes built before 1950, and in some homes built between 1951 and 1978.

So, when you get the lead dust out of your units, you can help protect your tenants, especially small children, from lead poisoning. An added bonus: if you remove lead from your properties, you can advertise vacancies as lead-safe, showing your commitment to tenant health and safety. And, by definition a unit that is lead-safe is well-maintained. This can make your property more appealing to prospective renters. In addition, good faith efforts to address lead hazards may help you avoid expensive abatement procedures if one of your tenants is poisoned.
Unit turnover is a great time to address lead because of easy access to property. Further, working on empty units makes cleaning up from maintenance easier and safer. If there are no tenants, there are no people to expose to lead dust created by any repairs or renovations.

Before you start to get the lead out of your property, here are a few things you should know:

1. Paint in good repair is generally safe. But lead paint can turn into lead dust from normal wear.
2. Proper maintenance, cleaning and lead dust testing can help prevent a lead hazard.

3. Take a class to better understand lead-safe work methods. Go to www.maine.gov/dep/rwm/lead to find a class near you.
In between tenants, follow these steps to make your properties lead-safe.

1. Look for peeling and chipping paint every six months.
2. Carefully repair all damaged paint surfaces or potentially hazardous areas.

3. Identify and address any underlying problems, such as moisture or water damage.

4. Thoroughly clean the unit to remove any lead dust from repairs.

Getting the lead out of rental units is in your best interest as a landlord. It only takes a few simple steps—a small price for a big return.
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