Healthy Homes Advisory Council Meeting

Thursday December 9, 2010, 9:00 to 11:30

DOT Headquarters, Room 216, Child Street
    I. 
Attendees:      


Bernier, Tina


Butts, Karyn


Coles, Carol


Corson, Kelly


Duguay, Patricia


Frohmberg, Eric


Heal, Valerie


Hensley, Ted


James, Hannah

Jones, Rhonda

Lee, Susan

Mayberry, Sarah

Nya, Luc

Pratte, Beth

Robinson, Joe

Severson, Desi-Rae

Wilson, Laura

   II.
Welcome and Introduction
   
Eric Frohmberg, Manager of the Maine Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention 

Program, welcomed everyone to the meeting. To introduce the meeting topic of well water, Eric called the group’s attention to the news stories that appeared that week about a recently released report from the USGS about well water quality in Maine. 
Eric then set up the discussion for the rest of the meeting by pointing out that in comparison to lead poisoning, the previous meeting’s topic, programs dealing with well water have far fewer resources and there is no one program that deals with well water quality. Instead there are many programs that take on some parts of well water issues both inside and outside of the Me-CDC, including: the Environmental Toxicology, Drinking Water, Radon, Oral Health, Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention programs and many others.
III. Document Review -- Well Water Overview
Eric briefly discussed the draft Well Water Overview that was prepared as part of the HH report. The draft was circulated to the group via email prior to the meeting and was posted to the website. Eric asked the group to provide comments on the material if there were any instances of confusion, omissions, points that need more or better explanation, etc. Eric reminded the group that these draft documents will eventually become part of a report on the state of various healthy homes issues in Maine. 

IV.
Presentation: Well Water
Eric Frohmberg gave a presentation to the group about how well water issues are being addressed in Maine. The presentation is available online, but following are some of the major highlights.

· While not a formal, integrated strategy, there are three categories that encapsulate activities to address well water in Maine: 1) surveillance; 2) case management; and, 3) primary prevention.

· In terms of surveillance, recently Maine has begun mining data from the results of private well water testing to find and map the prevalence of contaminants in drinking water throughout the state. While there are limitations to the data, we now have a better picture of drinking water quality in Maine.
· In terms of case management, active intervention only occurs when extremely high levels suggesting possible clusters of contamination occur.  Very few resources for installation of treatment systems are available once problems are identified. Private well owners may call the Environmental Toxicology Program for advice about testing and interpreting results and are sometimes referred to a health care provider.
· Finally, in terms of primary prevention many agencies and programs have individual efforts to encourage people to test their wells. For example, the Environmental Toxicology Program sends posters on testing to town offices where there are known high levels of certain contaminants. The University of Maine Cooperative Extension program also conducts passive outreach by making a brochure available, holding forums in towns and placing information on testing in their offices.

V. Roundtable Discussion
Attendees each took some time to talk about strategies, goals, future plans and specific activities within their programs that relate to Healthy Homes issues.
VI.      Action Items

· Council members will email Eric with any comments on the Well Water Overview draft.
· Minutes and the presentation from the meeting will be posted online and distributed to attendees.
VII. Next Meeting & Adjournment

Eric let everyone know the next meeting will be on January 13, 2011, from 9:00 to 11:30. The meeting will be held at 35 Anthony Ave, in the DHHS building. The topic will be smoking in housing and will be led by Sarah Mayberry and Carol Coles.
Eric adjourned the meeting at 11:15. 
