Maine Center for Disease
Control and Prevention

An Office of the
Department of Health and Human Services

Paul R. lePage, Governor Mary C. Mayhew, Commissioner

The

Groundwater Rule

Maine CDC Drinking Water Program ¢ 11 SHS, Augusta, ME 04330 ¢ 287-2070  www.medwp.com

To help your water system provide safe and secure
drinking water to your customers, USEPA has ad-
opted the Ground Water Rule. The Maine Drinking
Water Program (DWP) has integrated the rule into
the sampling you already perform to keep water safe.
As long as your coliform samples are negative, the
Ground Water Rule won’t change what you do.
When you do have a coliform detection, you will
need to collect a source sample, as well as your nor-
mal recheck samples. To collect a source sample, you
need a good source water sampling tap that is located
before any treatment or storage, to help identify
where the problem is.

You should install a source water sample tap now,
before you run into a problem with positive total
coliform samples.

Example of a Source Water
Sampling Tap

Enopk

o” Source water sample taps should be located at
least 18 inches above the floor and before any

treatment or storage tanks
Image from Indiana Dept. of Environmental Management, Drinking Water Branch

If your source sample has a detection
of E. coli (our fecal indicator), you will
need to conduct corrective action.

Corrective action can consist of:

* Identifying a well problem and well repair

e Chlorination that achieves 4 log virus removal
* Replacing the well with a new source

Well Inspection:

» Cap watertight and sealed?

» Surface seal intact?

e Camera Inspection of the well:
casing intact and sealed to bedrock?

* Repair any faults and monitor

Well Replacement:

New wells must meet setbacks from potential con-
tamination sources or receive a waiver from the DWP
before installation. Our goal is to help you provide
safe water to your customers.

Disinfection:

Four log virus removal for most Maine ground water
sources requires a ten minute contact time and a 1
mg/l chlorine residual. If a corrective action includes
chlorination, the process must be monitored daily for
chlorine residual and the results reported monthly to
your compliance officer.
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A properly constructed well to minimize contamination

/T v'Protect Your Source

v'Take Your Samples

Keep Your Drinking Water Safe:
v'Maintain Your Treatment

v'Inspect Your Pipes & Tanks



