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DATE:
August 23, 2010

TO:
Interested Parties

FROM:
Catherine Cobb, Director, Division of Licensing and Regulatory Services

SUBJECT:
Adopted: Rules Governing the Maine Certification of Healthcare Cooperative Agreements, 10-144 C.M.R. Chapter 500. 

Effective date: September 1, 2010. 
The adopted rules repeal and replace the “Hospital Cooperation Act Program Manual.” These rules are promulgated pursuant to the Hospital and Health Care Provider Cooperation Act, 22 M.R.S.A. Chapter 405-A to implement the Maine Legislature’s finding that it is necessary to encourage hospitals and other health care providers to cooperate and enter into agreements that facilitate cost containment, improve quality of care and increase citizen access to health care services. 

The adopted rules: 

· Establish a voluntary procedure for state review and continuing supervision of cooperative agreements through the issuance of a certificate of public advantage (COPA); 

· Implement the intent of the Maine Legislature that a certificate provide parties to a cooperative agreement with state action immunity under applicable federal antitrust laws; and 

· Include an application process for a certificate of public advantage, continuing supervision after the certificate is issued to ensure ongoing compliance with COPA requirements, and enforcement procedures. 

The adopted rules are available on line at: http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/dlrs/rulemaking/adopted.shtml 

To request a paper copy of the rules, please call (207) 287-9300 or 1-800-791-4080.
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